
 

 

 

Days to Honor and Celebrate 
May, 2009 

On Thursday, May 7th, 

there will be a Prayer 

Service at noon in the 

Sanctuary.  May 7th is the 

National Day of Prayer.  

With our nation at war and 

with our enemies ever clear 

about their intent to destroy 

our way of life, a National 

Day of Prayer seems very 

appropriate as we seek the 

leadership of God for our nation. 

    A service for Prayer and Healing is 

scheduled immediately following the 11:00 

am service on Sunday, May 24th, at 12:15 

in the Chapel.  The Sacrament of the Lordôs 

Supper will be observed.  

 The office will be closed on Monday, May 

25th, in observance of Memorial Day as we 

remember those who gave their lives that we 

might remember and honor a veteran and 

thank God for the gift of freedom.  

   Friday, May 29th, at 7:00 pm we will be 

blessed to host the African Childrenôs 

Choir from Ugandaéa land that has known 

much violence and yet it is also a place in 

which Godôs power for revival and 

reconciliation have been clearly in evidence.  

Dr. Hilliard heard this choir in Chicago 

several years ago and informed the Session 

that this is an event not to be missed.  A 

freewill offering will be taken on their 

behalf. 

   We have also scheduled a ñLove Your 

Church Workdayò on Saturday, May 

30th. We hope you can join us with our 

spring planting and general cleaning. 
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Lucky 

T he month of May has two significant 

Christian holy days.  Thursday, May 

21, is Ascension Day, the day we remember 

Jesusô ascension into Heaven to sit down on 

Godôs right hand with all authority in 

Heaven and Earth committed to Him.  Pen-

tecost Sunday is May 31st, a day sacred to 

Jews and Christians.  Pentecost was a Jew-

ish festival before it had any Christian con-

notations.  Pentecost was one of the three 

great Jewish pilgrimage feasts commanded 

by God to recall and rehearse His mighty 

acts for Israelôs salvation.  It came to be 

associated with Godôs provision of the bar-

ley crop and the first fruits of the wheat 

crop.  It also was associated with the anni-

versary of Godôs giving of the Torah to 

Moses and the children of Israel.   

  In the Church it is remembered as the day 

Christ poured out the Holy Spirit upon the 

Apostles, empowering them for ministry 

and designating the Apostolic community as 

the place from which God would mediate 

forgiveness, as the Temple had been previ-

ously. 

   On Pentecost Sunday we will observe this 

great feast of the Outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit, and the inclusion of 3000 in a single 

day, with the Sacrament of Holy Commun-

ion at all three services 

   Donôt forget Sunday, May 10th, is also 

Motherôs Day.  Motherôs Day was first 

celebrated in a little Methodist church in 

Grafton, West Virginia as two daughters 

sought to honor their mother for her spiri-

tual nurture and her godly character.  It is a 

tradition that has spread across our nation 

and reminds us that our mothers not only 

give us life but often are the primary spiri-

tual influences in our lives as well.  May 

Godôs richest blessings be upon our moms 

and upon us, as we remember and honor 

them.    
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Dads That Make A Difference  
Equipping Men to be GREAT Dads 

 

Developing a Strategic and Intentional Plan to be a Great dad. 
 

In this three hour workshop, Bob Schuemann will explain  

three gifts that Dads should give their kids: 

Providing Protection * Establishing Identity  

* Building Confidence. 
 

A fun, interactive workshop that                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

will give you a practical framework to meet  

todayôs challenges of being a dad. 
 

Thursday, May 14th 
Faith Lutheran Church, US#1 and Ebbtide Road,  

North Palm Beach. 
 

Pizza served at 5:09 pm 

Seminar begins at 6:00 pm  *  Graduation at 9:00 pm 

All for $9.99        Deadline May 8th 
 

Call Bob Schuemann 561-622-4913 to register 
 

Most dads would be willing to die for their kidsé 

This workshop will show you how to live for them. 

 Sons of Barbeque and 

The Gathering of Men                                                                     
       Present Pat Morley  
             Author of The Man In the Mirror  
                        In a 2 hour presentation 

How To Survive the Economic Meltdown  
 

Wednesday, May 20th 
In the Fellowship Hall, First Presbyterian Church 

$15.00 
Dinner at 5:30pm, Presentation begins at 6:30 pm 

 

 ñYou are going to get through thisò 
Your Circumstances: 

Spiritual Survival Strategies 
Practical Survival Strategies, 
Financial Survival Strategies 
Spiritual Growth Strategies 

And Your Personal Action Plan 
 

God is in charge. He has a plan. He was not surprised or some how caught off guard by this meltdown. 

Musical 

 

The Children s Choir 

presents a delightful musical 

Rescue in the Night 

The Story of Daniel  

and the Lion s Den   

Saturday, May 2nd, 

6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

A Musical  
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   Go by taxi...go by trainégo by planeéjust GO on a 

mission trip as soon as you can. We have great opportunity 

at First Presbyterian to be involved in missions here in Palm 

Beach County and further afield. My husband and I traveled 

this country and as far away as Russia and NEVER, NEVER 

has there been a trip as rewarding as this trip to Cuba. 

   When we arrived in Cuba, Ron asked us to listen with our 

ears and look with our eyes for God to show up and He 

didéOh, He did. 

   In Havana on our first night, I heard Him in the childrenôs 

laughter as they played stickball in Capital Square. It was 

amazing to see the boys, as happy as can be, playing 

baseball with a stick and a rock. Everywhere we went, we 

saw God in the happy faces of the children. And I saw Him 

in the adultôs faces as they socialized and practiced Tai-Chi 

on a gorgeous Friday evening. 

   In Varadaro, at a Presbyterian worship service the next 

evening, I heard Him in my husbandôs voice as he sang a 

hymn in Spanishémy husbandéa former Catholic, who 

had never wanted to sing. I saw Him in Marilynôs face when 

she smiled and handed out Bible verses printed in Spanish to 

two residents who were sitting on the beach. I wondered 

why this was so easy to do in Cuba and not at home.  I saw 

God in the smiles of the older women sweeping the 

sidewalk. 

   Having the exciting opportunity to go scuba diving at the 

Bay of Pigs, I saw God 70 feet down, literally immersed in 

sea life and fish, coral, sponges, and sea fans and I knew this 

was the world and the day the Lord had make.   

   In Matanzas at the seminary, I heard Him one morning in 

the peeling of the bell tower as dogs barked incessantly and 

those crazy roosters crowed. As Rock of Ages was played on 

the wind chimes, I wondered if this is what it will be like to 

wake up in Heaven to chimes of praise to God.  I saw Him in 

the faces of the students and in the face of a dedicated 94 

year old professor. 

   In San Jose de los Ramos at the Gethsemane Presbyterian 

Church, I heard Him in the voices and laughter of the  
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children and saw Him in the tear stained face of a grey-

haired Cuban man as we all moved through the 

congregation, extending our hands in friendship and 

love. 

   We saw God in the generosity of the people who 

graciously welcomed us into their churches, and their 

homes and shared their food and love with us.  They are 

such a warm, kind, loving people.  They shared as much 

of Godôs love with us as we did with them. 

   And on our last morning in Cuba, I heard and saw 

Him in Pastor Dopico. No matter where we went in 

Cuba, there was always someone he ran into whose life 

he had impacted.  It was amazing to see the fruits of his 

labors for the Lord.  In the special worship service 

Pastor Dopico planned for us along with his 

congregation, we heard him talk to the people about the 

loaves and the fish.  He told all of us to give what we 

have, even though meager, for God can use all of our 

gifts. Pastor Dopico was amazing, giving his time, his 

resources and himself to us for a week and the results 

were amazing. As our group stood holding hands and 

Pastor Dopico prayed in Spanish, I heard God and felt 

His presence as I never had before. It was so moving, so 

incredible and just impossible to put into wordsébut 

God was there. He was there 

   We saw God in the dedication and strong faith of the 

pastors who are serving the churches in Cuba.  We had 

the privilege of visiting 5 churches and 4 house 

churches. 

   Going to a communist country, we did not know what 

to expect, but Ron summed it up perfectly for us as he 

said, ñCountries and government policies cannot control 

the Kingdom of God.ò  Yes, we saw God in Cuba.    

The trip to Cuba has changed all of us. 

   I would encourage you from the bottom of my heart to 

take a mission tripéto become involved in the 

church...to become involved in Godôs world. A mission 

trip can change your world, too. Barbara Sullivan, with 

input from other travelers to Cuba. 

 

How We Saw Him...In Cuba  

 
Israel and his helpers: Ryan Brown, Stu Robinson, Israel, Melissa 
VanderBecke, Chris Hilliard and Betty Percy. 
 
          Gethsemane Presbyterian Church in San Jose de los Ramos 
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Ron with the children, Don  Sullivan and Stu 
Robinson at the Perico Presbyterian Church. 


