
 

 

   Having been united 

w i th  Chr is t ,  ou r 

victorious Lord and 

King, we often struggle 

when we are called upon 

to suffer.  Like John the 

Baptist, we wonder in 

our pain, if the Age to 
Come has come, why am 

I in this mess?  Jesusô 

answer is that the 

evidence that the Age to Come has come is 

all around us, but it is not yet here in its 

fullnesséand because that is true, suffering 

and sorrow will continue to be the experience 

of Christians and the Church until Jesus 

returns.  Lent is the season when our focus is 

on the CrosséHiséand ours! 

   Last month we were blessed to have Becky 

Pippert bring us a series of powerful and 

challenging messages about the Cross.  This 

month she and her husband, Dick, will return 

to lead a Salt Shaker Seminar, a weekend 

not to be missed as she leads us and equips 

us to more effectively build relationships and 

winsomely share our faith in Christ. 

   One final note, our Finance and 

Stewardship committees have created an 

opportunity that we have called The Annual 

Giving Campaign.  This campaign is 

designed to raise funds to meet the capital 

expenses necessary to maintain our physical 

plant and ministry equipment.  The financial 

goal is $100,000, but the more important goal 

is that we invite and desire that every 

member of the church might participate in 

some way financially in the work of the 

congregation.  We hope this might open a 

door of participation for all of our 

membership.  You will be receiving a letter 

introducing the campaign, and a brochure 

listing the capital projects and equipment for 

which these funds are being 

raised. 
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Lucky 

T he month of March will be spent in 

worship on the journey to the Cross.  

This year for our Wednesday evening Bible 

Study we are studying Paulôs letter to the 

Ephesians.  It is a letter I love because in it 

the Apostle reveals The Big Picture of what 

God is doing in history through Christ and 

His Church, and in that context sets the 

story of his own life and the lives of his 

Ephesian readers.  The story of Jesus and 

His Church is a story of the rescue of Godôs 

chosen people from a world dead and dying 

through the deadly influence of sin.  The 

Creator has committed Himself without res-

ervation to redeem and set free a world that 

is perishing, a world that is under Godôs 

wrath and curse.  Paul paints a picture of 

Jesus entering a world that is dead in tres-

passes and sin; that Jesus might raise it to 

new and everlasting life through His life, 

death, resurrection, ascension and reign.  In 

Lent, we journey with Jesus to the Crossé

knowing that His suffering and humiliation 

are not random or meaningless but that they 

are necessary for our salvation.  We also are 

reminded that Jesusô path to glory through 

suffering and the Cross will be ours as well 

(Mt 16:21-28).  Like Jesus, we are called to 

walk the path, to carry the Cross, to endure, 

to persevere, to remain faithful in the face of 

obstacles, opposition, and even persecution.  

We are called to bear our cross as He bore 

His because God has promised that our suf-

fering will be meaningful too. 

   There is a strange brand of Christian faith 

afoot in the world today that implies or says 

directly that if one becomes a Christian, life 

will become a series of victories and tri-

umphs.  There is some truth in what they 

say but if they omit the Cross of grief and 
pain they preach another Gospel from the 

one Jesus and His apostles preached.  Lent 

is that odd season of the Christian year. 

which is played in the minor keys.   

 

The Journey To The Cross 
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Evening of 
Music  

Saturday, March 14th  
       7:00 P.M.        

In the Sanctuary  
 

Featuring:  
Men of Song Quartet with Anna Keith  
Roosevelt Middle School Select Chorus  

First Pres Sanctuary Choir and  
First Pres Concert Band  

The evening culminates with Mark Wilbergôs exciting composition, ñAnthem 

of Peaceò which blends an Estonian Folk Song  

with an American Spiritual.  

 

The Global Church Visits                       

First Presbyterian  
   The past month has been such a 

blessing for our congregation.  We have 

had the opportunity to host pastors from 

churches in Paraguay, Peru, and 

Mexico.  Each of these pastors had an 

amazing story of being called to 

ministry.  They also shared  the things 

that God is doing now in each of their 

churches.  Javier and Ani Velasquez 

serve in Paraguay and are in the midst 

of training hundreds of pastors in their 

country and throughout South America. 

They have a desire to see pastors who 

typically have very little training grow 

in their knowledge of Godôs Word.  

Julio Chiang is a church planter in 

Pucallpa, Peru.  He has a unique way of 

using his passion for motocross racing 

to reach people with the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. He shared with us the 

importance of the Church being 

committed to missions.  At our evening 

6:33 service he shared about using your 

passions to serve God.  Antonio Reyes 

is a Presbyterian pastor in Merida, 

Mexico.   He has been the pastor of the 

Mount of Olives National Presbyterian 

Church for almost five years.  During 

this time the church has tripled in 

attendance.  Antonio has a love for 

Godôs church and a heart for Godôs 

people.  When he was speaking at 

Brown Bag Bible Study he was asked 

ñWhat could the Church in Mexico  

teach the church in the U.S?ò  He 

replied that they teach us to persevere in 

difficulties and hard times.  It was a 

challenging comment.  I would like to 

thank all of our church family for 

graciously receiving these pastors and 

for your contributions to the Global 

Mission Fund which supports the 

ongoing  ministry of the church around 

the world.                  Rev. Ron Hilliard 

Emmaus Walk and 

Presbyterian Cursillo Dates  
 

Menôs Emmaus Walk: April 23-26 

Womenôs Emmaus Walk: May 14-17 
Florida Presbyterian Cursillo:  

April 30-May 3  

Please contact Sara McDonnell at 622-

8818, ext 105 for more information. 

Lenten Recital Series  
 

March 16th 11:30 am 

  Chapel 
   Glenda Schultz, flute and  

   Dick Dupere, trombone 

March 23rd 11:30 am 

    TBA  Chapel 

    

March 30th 11:30 am 

  Sanctuary 

   Dr. Glen Arfsten, organ, 
   harp and  tenor 

April 6th  11:30 am  

  Chapel 
    Megan Walters, mezzo-soprano 

Palm Sunday 
Presentation  
He Shall Arise  

By Tom Fettke 
 

will be performed by the  

Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra 
 

Sunday, April 5th 

9:30 and 11:00 am 
 

Maundy Thursday  
The Chamber Choir will be singing 

òTenebrae:  
A Service of Darknessó 

By Hal Hopson  
Thursday, April 9th  

7:00 pm 

In the Sanctuary 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS 
are available in the Narthex of the 

Sanctuary.  We hope these 

devotions prepared by Rev. Arnold, 

Elders, Deacons and members will 

help you reflect on the meaning of  

Lent. 

Deana Cerniglia, Becky Pippert, Martha Bennett and 

Jeni Ayers at Discipleship Conference 

First Presbyterianõs 

Boy Scout Troop 

155 presents their 

11th  Annual Lobster Fest, 

Clam Bake and Silent 

Auction  
Saturday, April 25 

5pm to 9pm, Fellowship Hall 

Choose from lobster and clams or 
BBQ ribs and chicken. 

$20 in advance, $25 at the door 

Call Harold Reed at 626-7153  
for tickets. 
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First Presbyterian 

Church Presents 
 

When you think about sharing your faith, 

do you find yourself asking  
 

What if I offend? What if Iôm rejected? What if I donôt  
know the answer to a question? This conference is  

designed to help you gain the confidence and find the 
 right words you need to share your faith in everyday  
situations. Itôs all about ñknowing Christ well and  

making Christ well-known.ò 

           Come and learn from Becky Pippert. 

            Schedule for Salt Shaker Conference: 
 

Conference Registration: $25.00  
(includes lunch on Saturday)  

 

Conference Held at:  
First Presbyterian Church in NPB  

717 Prosperity Farms Road  
North Palm Beach  

 

Friday Evening, March 27,2009  
Registration 6:00 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Opening Session  7:00 - 9:30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 28, 2009  
Doors open 7:30 a.m. 

Morning Sessions 8:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. 
Lunch Break 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Sessions 1:00 ï 4:30 p.m.  
Registered childcare for members available 

For more information, contact Rev Tim Gooley  
or Cindy Medlin at 622 -8818  

 

  
Cuba 
   The purpose of the first Cuba Mission Trip, March 20

-27th, is to build relationships, possibly adopt a sister 

church and explore possibilities for future trips.  The 

group will fly directly from Miami to Havana. While in 

Cuba the group will visit three cities: San Jose de los 

Ramos, Varadero, a coastal town with a reputation for 

beautiful beaches, the seminary at Matanzas, and Havana. 

We will see the old city of Havana and visit some 

churches in Havana. Cuban missionaries include: Rory 

Brown, Ryan Brown, Mark Calvert, Chris Hilliard, 

Rev. Ron Hilliard, Barbara Kenall, Joyce Moseley, 

Betty Percy, Karen Polk, Donna and Stuart Robinson, 

Jackie Stanley, Marilyn and Don Sullivan, Pam Ward 
and Ken Wright.  Please pray for a safe, good trip. 

   Some of the group have been studying Spanish in 

preparation for the trip with our special teacher, Elisa  

Ryland. 
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Becoming A 

Person of High 

Impact  
A discipleship seminar  

led by Dr. John Tolson  
One of the greatest challenges the church 

faces in the 21st century is engaging 

members to actively be disciples and 

disciple others.  

March 13 -14, 2009  

St. Peterõs United Methodist-Wellington  

Friday, March 13th, 6:30 -9:00 pm and 

Saturday, March 14th ð 8:30am-12:30pm. 

Tuition  -$35.00  

Call Bob Schuemann to register  

561-622 -4913 

Registration deadline is March 8th  

Israel       

   Travelers from First Pres who will be studying with Dr. 
James Martin in Israel from March 2-15 include: Willie 
Albury, Jean Allen, Shirley Alley, Carol Barnes, Harriet 
Barre, Jim and Martha Bennett, Frank and Joanna Hogan, 
Marianne McCann, Sara McDonnell, Nancy Meadows, Dean 
and Alice  Millward, Adib 
and Adel Nabhan, Varick 
and Mary Schwartz and 
Don and Judy Youatt.   Our 
Bible study will be on site 
from Mt. Herman and the 
Sea of Galilee region to 
Jerusalem, including the 
Kidron Valley and Garden of Gethsemane, to Hebron and the 
Negev.  Please pray for God to open our hearts and minds to 
His teaching, to give us a Christ-like attitude, and a witness 
to all we meet. 

Traveling Presbyterians -Here We Go Again  

Becky Pippert : Best-selling author and 

internationally respected speaker and 

trainer who is a recognized authority 

in the area of evangelism. Her 

modern classic, Out of the Salt 

Shaker, was selected as one of the 

books that has most influenced 

Christian thought in the past 50 

years.  



 

 

 

Chairperson Ginger Stump with Carolyn   
 Hofstad and Jodi Shannon 

Sisters in Christ Luncheon       Princesses: Ashley and Savannah Thiboult 

 Many thanks to  everyone who helped to  

make the Sisters in Christ Luncheon a special  

afternoon that richly blessed us all. It would  

not have been possible without so many  

hearts and hands. What a creative, hard working group 

of princesses we have in our Church and wonderful 

men who were willing to serve us. Godôs blessing was 

definitely on our Saturday and I thank Him and I 

thank each of you. Ginger Stump                       
                 
     

 Actresses: Eileen Kaye,  
  Marla Hadley   
   and Barbara Kenall 
Barbara 
Betty and Joan 
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    Women o f the Church  

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V��Evening Circle 
Monday evening , March 23rd 

6:30 pm 
At the home of Katie Gardner 

11244 Monet Ridge Road, Palm Beach Gardens 

We will continue our study of  
the Sermon on the Mount (lesson #7). 

 

Women of all ages are welcome! 

Light supper is provided. Call Katie at 626-2545  

if you plan on joining us. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          
       The wonderful servers: Frank, Higginbotham        
           Jack Paschal, Ken Wright and Don Boese  

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���0�R�U�Q�L�Q�J���&�L�U�F�O�H 
Tuesday, March 17th, 9:30 am 

at the home of  

Margot Southall 

545 Overlook Road, North Palm Beach 

We will continue ñActsò Studyðchapter  7 

For transportation or directions, 

call Pat Pero, 691-4097 

First Care Baby Shower  
First Presbyterian Church members always give from the 

heart. Happily we filled a van of baby gifts to be delivered to 

First Care for new mothers and babies in need: baby swing, 

over 1000 diapers, 2 baby carriers, diaper dabs, 70 outfits, 

19 blankets, 75 onesies, lotions and baby wipes, towels, 

bibs, books toys, on and on; plus $518.00 in cash. Jane and 

Kim Sanders and Suzie Inman extend our thanks to everyone 

on behalf of First Care. 

Women in the Word 
Thursday mornings 

   9:30-11:30 am  Fellowship Hall. 

Jonah - The Runaway Prophet 
A study by Dr. David Jeremiah 

 

 Newcomers are always welcome. 
 

For childcare, call the church office 622-8818  

Good Friday 

Breakfast  
Friday, April 10th  

Mark your calendar now and 

watch for further details in next 

�P�R�Q�W�K�·�V���Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���6�X�Q�G�D�\��

bulletins. 


