First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach

717 Prosperity Farms Road
North Palm Beach, FL 33408-4198
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Rev. Dr. Ronald Hilliard, Associate Pastor
Rev. Timothy Gooley, Pastoral Associate

Kids Press D-

Upcoming Events
Come join us for
dinner, recreation, crafts, and fun!
The Winter/Spring Session began
Wednesday, January 13th,

5:30-7:30 pm

Prayer Class for 4th grade families
Sunday, March 20°
9:30 am 1n the Chapel

Service Class for kindergarten families
Sunday, March 27th
9:30 am 1n the Chapel

DATES TO REMEMBER

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 13-17, 2011
MUSIC CAMP
July 18-22, 2011
FUN ARTS CAMDP
July 25-29, 2011
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0 Missionaries from
Austria

B

Community Serve
Week

Women's Retreat
Passing The Torch
Piano concert
Music Events
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Journey To The Cross

In worship for the month of March we will
spend it on the journey to the Cross. In Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle reveals The
Big Picture of what God is doing in history
through Christ and His Church, and sets the story
of his own life and lives of his Ephesian readers.

The story of Jesus and His Church is a story of
the rescue of God’s chosen people from a dead
and dying world through the deadly influence of
sin. The Creator has committed himself without
reservation to redeem and set free a world that is
perishing, a world that is under God’s wrath and
curse. Jesus enters the world to raise it to new and
everlasting life, through His life, death, resurrec-
tion, ascension and reign.

In Lent, we journey with Jesus to the Cross...
knowing that His suffering and humiliation are
not random or meaningless but that they are nec-
essary for our salvation. We also are reminded
that Jesus’ path to glory through suffering and the
Cross will be ours as well (Mt 16:21-28). Like
Jesus we are called to walk the path, to carry the
Cross, to endure, to persevere, to remain faithful
in the face of obstacles, opposition, and even per-
secution. We are called to bear our cross as He
bore His because God has promised that our suf-
fering will be meaningful too.

There is a strange brand of Christian faith a foot
in the world today that implies that if one be-
comes a Christian, life will become a series of
victories and triumphs. There is some truth in
what is said but if the Cross of grief and pain is
omitted, another Gospel is preached from the one
Jesus and His apostles preached.

Lent is that odd season of the Christian year
which is played in the minor keys. Having been
united with Christ, our victorious Lord and King,
we often struggle when we are called upon to
suffer. Like John the Baptist, we wonder in our
pain, if the Age to Come has really come, why am
I in this mess? Jesus’ answer is that the evidence
that the Age to Come has come, is all around us
but it is not yet here in its fullness...and because
that is true, suffering and sorrow will continue to
be the experience of Christians and the Church
until Jesus returns. Lent is the season when our
focus is on the Cross...His...and Ours!

Ash Wednesday services
will be held on Wednes-
day March 9 at 7:30 PM.
Following the tragic
events that occurred in
Dunbar Village several
ago a group of clergy
from our city began to
meet, worship and pray.
Joint worship services
were held and relation-
ships were formed. Rev.
Hilliard was a part of
these services and meetings. He met and got to
know Dr. James H. Chester of the Primitive
Baptist Church in West Palm Beach. The Ses-
sion has invited Dr. Chester and his congrega-
tion to join us in the commencement of our
Lenten observance. I hope you will be a part
of that meaningful service. We will have a
dessert reception following the service in the
Fellowship Hall to allow our congregations
some time for fellowship.

As we met Dr. Chester, we learned that the
Primitive Baptists are Calvinistic in their the-
ology, which suggests that we should get to
know each other better. I hope you will share
this special evening of worship.

One final note, our Finance and Stewardship
committees have created a giving opportunity
that we have called The Annual Giving Cam-
paign. This campaign is designed to raise
funds to meet the capital expenses necessary
to maintain our physical plant and ministry
equipment. The financial goal this year is
$200,000 but the more important goal is that
we invite and desire that every member of the
church might participate in some way finan-
cially in the work of the congregation.

We hope this might open a door of participa-
tion for all of our membership. You will be
receiving a letter in the mail introducing the
campaign, and a brochure listing the capital
projects and equipment for which these funds
are being raised. Thank you for your
generosity and faithfulness in the Lu C@
work of ministry.
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Musgic Notes FLrst Care
International Piano Concert

I 2 walk For
Irena Kofman ,
lelesday, March 1st 7‘4‘&? LL‘(CC @

7:00 pm in the Chapel. JJOI-JL

BLOOD
8:00 am -1:30 pm TODAY!

As the new year
.4 begins, we are mindful of the

P |
S March 6
/ \_ “

Music by Chopin and )
Rachmaninov Asa?lu;d;(};il v difference the members of this
prl N . h . h 1
John Prince Park congregation have made in the lives

Suggested donation - $15.00
Dessert Reception following the

of so many through their blood

Registration: 8:30 am donations. Your gifts of blood in

Walk Kick-Off: 9:30 am
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Income and Expenses
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ONLINE GIVING

Do you forget to bring your offering envelope or your
checkbook to church? Are you unable to attend the worship
services regularly but want to give regularly? We want to
simplify your life. You can now go to the church website to
make your donations online, using a debit or credit card, or
your checking account. One time payments or recurring
payments can be set up. Best of all, it is easy to use and
totally safe. Go to www.firstpresnpb.org and click on the
“Online Giving” tab near the top of the page. If you have any
questions, call Gayle O’Connell at 622-8818, ext. 116.

VOlunTeer First Pres
Pre-School

OpporTuniTY We are now accepting

, registrations for children 2
ST. GEORGE'S years of age as of September
1,2011.
FOOD PREP

Diana Wise

Stephen Ministry:
News From Stephen Ministry

A class of new Stephen Ministers is
being trained on Wednesday
nights. Eighteen members of our church are learning and
practicing Christian caregiving skills. They are: Florinda
Aguilar, Sue Cline, Frank Coughanour, Chuck Hardwick,
Nancy Howard, Shauna Kranendonk, Mary Mitchell, Jane
Nagel, Gayle O’Connell, Barbara Paschal, Kitty Perry,
Joan Renshaw, Donna Robinson, Rebeca Siguenza, Jamie
Wallace, Jenny Wallace, Marilyn Williams, and Mary
Wratislaw. At the end of their training, these eighteen will
be equipped to provide one-on-one care to others facing
difficult challenges. We are thankful that they have
responded to God’s call to this important ministry. To
request a Stephen Minister, call Lisa Hawkins at 622-
8818, ext. 104.

Circle of Hope

Neurological Disease Support group
at First Presbyterian Church
North Palm Beach, Florida

Sunday, March 13, 2011
Room C, Fellowship Hall
Scripture Reading: James 1:2-4
Topic: Pure Joy
For more information contact Jack or Carol Wiersma
at (561) 694-8062 or e-mail: jacaro@bellsouth.net

Want To Know | g4uior Senter

More? Uncoming Senior Eventer
Inquirers/New Members peoming Seuior CVents:
A class will be held on Out To Lunch Bunch

Paddy Mac’s Irish Grill
March 11th

Saturday, March 12th,
8:30-1:00 pm & Sunday,

concert to meet the Artists

Indiana Wesleyan

University Chorale
Sunday, March 13th
3:00 pm in the Sanctuary

“Many thanks to those have opened
their homes to the members of the
Indiana Wesleyan College Choir.
Several years ago they came to First
Pres for a concert and totally
impressed all who attended. This is a
concert you will not want to miss.”
Lucky

Easter Cantata - Sunday, April 3rd
9:30 & 11:15 am
Sanctuary

Spring Concert
Monday April 4th
7:00 pm - Sanctuary

Field Games: 10:30-11:30 am

Last year our First Pres Team came in #4
out of 113 churches in the county.
With your help, this year we can be #1.
Watch for Sponsor forms, March 13th,
20th and 27th in the Courtyard
Bunny Mathisen
622-2126

Congratulations to

Annie and Chris Angelo
on the birth of their daughter
2o0ey Christine
born on January 26, 2011

2010 saved the lives of over 500
individuals. Thanks for the gift of
life you gave, and the difference you
made.

*37% of the population is eligible
to give blood, yet less than 5%
actually do.

*Car accident victims can use 50
pints or more of blood.

*If you give today, you could be
saving a life in just two days.

Give the Gift of Life

Our long time servant, Jan
Frazer, would like to pass
the job of leading the St
George’s food prep &
cooking to someone who has
a willing heart and strong
arms. She and a team of
volunteers cook for the
feeding program in the First
Pres kitchen twice a month.
They meet on the 2" and 4™
Tuesdays, between 2:30 and
4:00 pm. If you would like to
help, please call the Church
Office at 622-8818 and leave
your name and number for
Jan. Thank you.

Hosting Opportunity

On Sunday, March 13th,
we will be hosting 83
college choir students from
Indiana Wesleyan
University. They will
participate in services that
day and offer an afternoon
concert at 3:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. We need
overnight housing for
Saturday evening, March
12th. If you are willing to
host some of these students,
contact Jay Arnn at 622-
8818, ext. 131.

Visit our church website

: www.firstpresnpb.org

March 13th 8:30-9:30,
in Fellowship Hall. We
welcome Inquirers and
those who are interested in
becoming members of the
church. Contact Sara
McDonnell by phone at
685-0362 or
mcdonnell.sara@gmail.

com for more information.

Editor: Betty Percy
622-9599
Ralphplace@bellsouth.net

RSVP by March 8th
Call Midge Zweig,
624-7249

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
March 18th
Special Music Program by
Anna and Bill Keith
RSVP by March 14th
$14.00 per person
Call Emily Hughes,
626-8002

Major League
Baseball Game

March 24th
Marlins vs. Red Sox
$36.00 per seat
Bus leaves at 12:15 pm
Call Pat Pero
691-4097
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Wednesday Night at First Pres

// Family Dinner & Classes
January 25 - May 4. 2011

Dinner at 5:30 pm—Classes at 6:30 pm
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EQUIPPING CENTER
“Equipping of the saints for the work of ministry...” Ephesians 4:12

“Here and Now, There and Then”- a Beth Moore study
on the book of Revelation. led by Sheryl Kittrell and
Cindy Hannan. This class begins at 6:15 pm.

Psalms - led by Rev. Lucky Arnold meets in the
Sanctuary.

The Truth Project - led by Ann and Chris Gunn.

Boundaries: When to Say Yes and When to Say No to

Take Control of Your Life - led by Ron Hilliard.

Stephen Ministry Training - led by Lisa Hawkins and

the Stephen Ministry Leaders.

Memy Ringers of Joy............. 5:00
Mar?  Sausage & Spinach Children's Chair.............. 600
bowties Kingdom Kids K/2 GradeB:30

Mar8  Soup & Salad Blast 3/4 Grade............5:30

(Ash Wed)) Club 3/6 Grade............. B:30
Mari6  Corned Beef & Cabbage
Mar 23 Chicken Divan AU $7.00

Mar 30  TacoBar
Salad bar, roll/butter, dessert and
beverage included

K-ath grade........53.00
Family Max............. $20.00

Upcoming Wednesday Classes

Watch for these classes beginning
March 30 - for 4 weeks:
Noticing God in Your Daily Life - Paying attention
to God all day! led by Catherine Hilliard.
What a Wife Needs From Her Husband - a
marriage class for husbands led by Ron Hilliard

Continued from page 5:

Gospel the way it was presented at Windy

Gap. Suzie had a network of her friends

and family that prayed for him. At a

Young Life Camp, Bill met Jesus and ‘\
\

made Him part of his life. Bill and Suzie .
have visited all 50 states, working as they \‘ =
traveled. Bill is a nurse and Suzie a ; :
physical therapist. In Arizona, when Dilllnman
Suzie could not get a job in her field, she worked as a
flower delivery girl and a car valet. The Inman’s have two
children, Sara Jane 5 and Wylie 3.

What influence did and does Tim have in the lives of
these young men, their families and other young people in
our church? These young men could not tell me enough
about Tim! Tim is unique, a dynamic person who men can
identify with. He has a sense of humor, is witty and
extremely knowledgeable. He comes across as non-
confrontational to a new Christian, a new member or a
visitor to our church. He is their anchor. Tim has trained
them and he trusts them to complete the task. Chris said
“Tim is my dearest friend and a great confident”. Tim’s
witness, influence and heart have changed the lives of these
and many other young people in our church and elsewhere.
The future of our church and in other churches lies in the
hearts, conviction and dedication of the young men,
women, and couples like Chris and Bill. God has blessed
this church richly with these young men.

Gathering Men's Tuesday Lunch
Begins New Series
GAME PLAN....

Knowing God’s Plan for YOU
Discovering God’s plan for our
lives can be frustrating. Some have
described it as the most challenging experience of the
Christian life. But it shouldn’t be. It doesn’t have to be.
After all, God is the preeminent communicator. He
created communication. As your heavenly Father, He
wants you to know His will for your life.

In this 6-part DVD series, Andy Stanley and Jeff
Henderson explain, in the most practical ways
imaginable, how to discover and embrace God’s game
plan for your life. Message Titles:

March 1 The Fundamentals of the Game

March 8 Calling an Audible

March 15 The Playbook

March 22 Traded

March 29 A Word from the Coach

April 5 4th Quarter

God's Game P

*
>
X x
iwxxxx’f
C(QDC(_;O(; d
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First Presbyterian-Fellowship Hall Noon-1:00 pm
Lunch $5
Contact: Bob Schuemann 561-622-4913

Mark Your Calendar:
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Community Serve
Week

April 2-10™
Once again our church will be “sent
out” into the community to represent
Christ as we serve with local mission
partners. This year’s projects include

gleaning (picking corn), building with |

Habitat for Humanity, painting houses

with the Paint Your Heart Out project, F; |

reading to children, feeding the hungry,
serving after school snacks with Urban
Youth Impact, and many more. So if
you can make peanut butter sandwiches,
hold a paint brush, cook a meal, read a
book, etc. you are invited to serve!
Watch for more information soon.

Mission Trip to Peru
July 8-16™

Join a group from our church as we
travel to Pucallpa, Peru to work with
our mission partner Julio Chiang. We
will spend a day in Lima, worship with
Julio’s church, do community service
projects such as fixing up houses, work
with children, visit a training center for
Indian pastors, and fly into the jungle to
visit an Indian village. Approx. cost is
$1700 for everything (travel from
Miami to Lima to Pucallpa, food,
housing, etc.). Call Rev. Hilliard at 622
-8818 if you are interested in
participating.

FIRST PRESS

Meet Becky and

Mark Bryan

Marcia Alkema said “my friendship
with Becky began
in the fourth grade
at Akron Christian
Grade School in
Ohio. We were
best friends, often
sharing our lunch.”

In Ohio, Becky
began her work for

: : Christ  teaching
Becky and Bible stories to
Mark Bryan children in the area

neighborhoods.
Becky’s missionary journey to Austria
began one summer when she went
there to teach evangelism to children.

While attending Prairie Bible
College, Becky met Mark. She
became Mrs. Mark Bryan and
together she and Mark began their
children's ministry with, Mission for
Southeast Europe, in Austria. That
was forty years ago.

As a team, Becky and Mark
designed Christ centered crafts for
teaching God’s love to children. After
years of constantly working with the
craft glue, Becky became ill. God is

PAGE 3

still using their work with children's
crafts but has led their ministry to
provide craft instruction for many
children in the United States, Mexico
and Austria.

Where do Becky and Mark see God
working in their ministry? The
answer would be in the children. The
children learn Scripture from God’s
Word, which is on the crafts; they
accept God, asking Him to help them
live the verses. The children are able
to grow spiritually, becoming
disciples equipped to be the disciples
in their neighborhoods. They pray for
“God to write verses in their heart
and mind that His work will not
return unto Him void .” Isaiah 55:11

On Sunday morning, when you are
in the sanctuary, look at the wall
hanging on the left, by Edgar Boeve’
and remember to pray for the
missionaries that are represented in
the fish. Some of the fabric is from
Austria; see if you can find which
one, then pray this verse for the
missionaries: “grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both
now and forever. Amen”
2 Peter 3:14-18 Marcia Alkema

Men’s Outreach Breakfast
April 29, Speaker: Ken Davis

<€..'>THEGATHERING”

PALM BEACH COUNTY

An [rish Blcssing
May the road rise up to

.

meet you.

Mag the wind be a]wags
at gour back.
Mag the sun shine warm
upon 3our1cacc.
May the rains fall soF’clg
upon 3our1cielc{s.
And until we meet again,

Mag the Goocl Lorcl hold you
in the hollow of [His hand.

Spring Emmaus

Weekend Dates
Men's Walk #66
March 24™-27th
Women's Walk #66
April 7"-10th
Emmaus and Chrysalis provide a
short course in Christianity during a
three day spiritual retreat. If you
are interested in attending a Walk
to Emmaus or learning more about
it, please contact Sara McDonnell
by phone at 622-8818 or
mcdonnell.sara@gmail.com.

Thank You
Sara Jane Inman and her parents,
Bill and Suzie, would like to thank
everyone for their prayers after Sara
Jane broke her arm in December.
Her bone, artery and nerve have all
healed and her motion and strength
are almost 100%. The Inmans

In cvcrytﬁlhg [75
prayer and pe tition,

with tﬁanésgfwhg g];’y ;_f
Prcscnt your rcqucsts {
B

to God. ' |
F /1//1'Ppians +:6 ﬂg{, / r

Homc Goings

Members and friends who have
“gone home”
to be with the Lord

Elton Piersma.....February 8, 2011
Thomas Chilcote...February 20, 2011

“Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, take your

//

‘\ (i inheritance, the kingdom,
~ prepared for you since the
'3;/3\ creation of the world.”

= Matthew 25:34
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Women ofthe Church

WILL YOU BE A PART
OF THE MEMORIES?

and the blessings received by the women who
attended the

Growing A
Christian Woman
March 25-27th

Life Enrichment Center
Leesburg, FL

Dond6ét miss this
a spiritual booster, take a break from
your routine and responsibilities, and savor
this time of rest, reflection and renewal.
Come for a weekend of growth and fellowship
with worship, song, meditation and creativity.

Scholarships are availabldi
Call Betty Percy 6229599

Registration deadline is fast approaching:
Sunday, March 13th

Sign up in the Courtyard February 20t#arch 13th

First Care Babg Shower

The annual baby shower to benefit First Care Family
Resources was held this past January in the Children’s
Library. The items donated to this year’s shower were
varied, generous and urgently needed. Thank you for
continuing to support this most caring and important
organization as it strives to make a difference in the lives
of young women and their babies. For contributions
throughout the remainder of the year, a basket is located
just inside the entrance of Fellowship Hall. If you would
like more information about First Care or would be
interested in a volunteering opportunity, please contact
them at 561-547-8790 or visit their website www.First-
Care.org. Again, thank you for your support.

Barbara Sullivan

2011 V
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Women |n The Word
All women are invited
Thursdays, 9:30 - 11:30 am - Fellowship Hall

Womenos

.Morning Evening
opportunity t grab )

Circle Circle
Tuesday, March 15th Monday, March 28th
9:30 am 7:00 pm,

at the home of in the Admin library
Bunny Mathisen Please read
737 Pinehurst Way Esther chapters 6&7.
Palm Beach Gardens Beverage and light
622-2126 refreshments are
We will be studying provided.

chapters 11&12

. . All ladies are welcome!
in I Second That Emotion.

Please call Debbie at
694-2433, if you have

any questions.

For information or directions
call Pat Pero-691-4097

Fraycr Shawl Ministrg e
B
We would love to have anyone join us to knit ‘. »
or crochet shawls. Prayer Shawl Ministry has preer v '?
grown and we still have room for you. If you =

are interested, but don’t know the basics, we

can teach you! We’ll meet in the Admin library, March
14th at 2:00 pm. If you have questions, call Ginger
Stump 776-0443.

“A heartfelt thank you for the prayers and notes that were
sent to me while I was in the hospital and rehab. I also
received comfort from the beautiful prayer shawl that 1
have used continually every day since its arrival. 1 am
grateful for answered prayer.” Carol Basinger

The best and wost beautiful things cannot be seen or
even touched, they must be felt with the heart.
Helen Keller

Womenos
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The first half of this book is called, “How I Learned to
Hate,” and the second half is called, “How I Learned to
Love,” which pretty well sums up the life of Tass Saada.
As an infant, his family left Israel to become displaced
Palestinians. His hatred for Israel grew until he ran away
as a teenager to join Yasser Arafat and was trained as a
sniper. After a few years, his father was able to pull
him out of a situation that surely would have ended in an
early death, and sent him to the United States to live with
relatives.

God revealed Himself in an amazing vision that turned
Saada’s life upside down. When he shared the dramatic
change in his heart with his teenage son, he learned that
his son had become a believer and his church had been
praying fervently that his Muslim father would turn his
life over to Jesus. He found a love for Israel that amazed
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By TASS saADA

WITH Dean
Merrill

He has shown tremendous courage in facing a family who
threatened to kill him, entering countries where his life was
in danger and even having one last visit with Arafat in which
he shared the Gospel six months before his death.

Saada has established an organization called Hope for
Ishmael with the goal of reconciliation between Arabs and
Jews. He has an interesting perspective on what is needed to
bring peace in the Middle East, which is neither diplomacy
nor war. He does believe with all his heart that peace is still
possible and closes the book with the four things he believes
will soften the bitterness and resentment. A book well worth
reading!

Those who enjoyed hearing Steve Saint speak in February
can read more fascinating stories about his life in a book he
has written with his wife, Ginny: Walking God's
Trail: Signs of God Along the Way. Carolyn Weda

Passing The Torch

When First Pres started, the strength of this church was
the young families of the North Palm Beach area. The
great examples of godly parenting, godly spouses and
godly discipline, as demonstrated by the early members,
are now being passed on to the next generation. The next
generation is the focus and future of the church, First Pres.

Rev. Tim Gooley has been most instrumental in getting
this next generation involved as leaders of Sons of
Barbeque, and developing, hosting, welcoming, and
running events for the Front Porch. Tim has worked
diligently at developing leadership qualities and these
folks continue to function in Tim’s absence.

Who are some of these young men who have taken on
the leadership roles of our church? I’d like you to meet
Chris Gunn and Bill Inman.

When [ asked these guys about their role in the Sons of
Barbeque, they both replied they were just one of the
cooks. In fact, Bill referred to himself as a “meat flipper”.
But the truth is that they are much, much more than that.
They are a team. One does not function without the other.
They plan, advertise, send emails, take on-line registration
as well as food prep, cook and clean up.

The Sons of Barbeque is the brain child of Ken Coleman
who first came up with the idea, created the logo and made
the sauce. He is the major influence behind what we are
today. Others extremely instrumental in the SOB are Jim
Tabor, Tom Bennett, Callum Strayer and a cast of many.

Chris is the “superintendent” leader of the Front Porch
Sunday School. He leads the class, communicates and in
total, keeps the class running. Bill is his back-up.
Together, under the leadership of Rev Tim, Front Porch is
a huge success, ministering to the young and “once
young” folks in our church.

BAD FROGS is another activity that ministers to people of
all ages. This group was started by Ann and Chris Gunn 4 %2
years ago. It is a Christian athletic group that participates in
races, etc around the state. It is now an incorporated non
profit group separate from the church.

Chris and Ann, just married, looking
for a church, came to First Pres in 1991.
Ann comes from a Catholic background
and Chris was Methodist.  Ann’s
brother Bill Timilty introduced them to
Lucky and the rest is history. After a
time of non-church attendance, and
L hurricane Jeanne, “When you have no

r

1N

one but Jesus, you go find Him and He
P finds you” said Chris. Bill Inman, a
Chris Gunn complete stranger at tha't time, came up
to Ann and Chris and invited them to
the then young couples group, Olympic Games. Bill believes
that it is important to be “plugged into” something when
coming into a new church. “It’s how we develop new
relationships”, said Bill. How important it is to be
invitational!

Chris is president of Gunn’s Quality Glass and Mirror, Inc.
Chris attended Suncoast High School, and Palm Beach
Community College majoring in Criminal Law. He
volunteered in NPB as a firefighter for 17 years and in
Riviera Beach as a policeman. He intended to be a cop.
Chris’s parents and Ann convinced him that that was not a
good idea. Ann and Chris have one son, Noah, age 11.

Bill came to First Pres by means of a different route. You
could say he married into our church family. In 1994, Bill
married Suzie Sanders. They met when they worked together
at Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville. Bill, not coming
from a firm religious background, never knew about the -
Continued on page 6.
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