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Trust in Godi Always

flohis émonth | have some personal Third, this is strangel

thoughts to share with you, my churchsimilar to how | becam
family. It seems that the last couple ofpastor of this churc
weeks have brought some changes. MPOur Senior Pastor le
William Lott has left our team and as | writeand | was next in line.

our congregation. When the job was postedur Pastor had left Je
we wer e del uged w had hot lefa Pgsulisiisd
perhaps an indication of the state of the@ne responsible to lej
economy. But Mr. David Wratislaw, a dea-His Church and He wi
con, choir member, band member, and mado just that. | believe the same thing for our
of extraordinary talent and experience apPresbytery. Another minister friend and
plied, and now has been selected. Truythe ol | eague of mine once
Lord has been good to us. dondt have problems! o
Second, my own life and ministry | was experiencing what | considered

& Lenten Schedule changed a bit unexpectedly last week. Presomething nearly identical to a problem from
. ~ bytery held its stated meeting on Saturdaymy perspective. He r
& Kidds Press tﬁrja?yf&Iknewthatitmightbeacondonét have problemséj L

Inside this Issue:

Senior News

troversial meeting as a proposal from an r ust God! 0o The event
Administrative Commission | cohaired presented me with an opportunity to trust
was bringing forward a Process and Procesod but as you see in the first matter | shared
dure for churches requesting to be dismissedi t h youé God i s not su
to another Reformed body. It was previt hat surprise uséand G
ously delayed and it was contested at theill share when He thinks we are ready to
meeting as expected but it was passedeceive it.

Further controversy arose over the elec- Our God reigns supreme even when things
tion of commissioners to the next Generas eem o u't of contr ol t
Assembly and there was another controc har ge and He knows wh
versy surrounding disputes between tware simply invited to trust Him
churches sharing one site and how the Preand go along for the ride! LUCky
bytery handled the matter. 1 tell you all of
this to tell you that following the meeting
the Moderator who had just been installed to
office at that very meeting, resigned.

| had just been elected as Moderattact,
with the expectation being that | would
serve next year. However, now that the
Moder ator has resignedé _~sappear
that | am now the Moderator. /

To further complicate matters, our Presby-
tery Executive retires at the end of the
month. Please pray for me and our Presby-
tery.
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Palm Sunday Cantata

Sunday, March 28th
9:30 and 11:15 am
Sanctuary Choir, Handbells and Orchestra

Maunay Thursday
Rdudm K-

By Franz Joseph Haydn

nSgd r 9

7:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Performed by the Sanctuary Choir and the Orchestral

Blood-The Gift of Life

The tragedy in Haiti reminds us how fragile life is and how

quickly circumstances can change. It also reminds us how
we depend on one another for prayer, comfort, and me
attention.

We are not all doctors and we are not all going to fly to Ha
assist those in need, but most of us can and should save liv
only in Haiti, but also here at home by the simple act of don
a pint of blood.

Less than 5% of healthy Americans donate blood, yet
normal day 40,000 of us will need at least one pint.

Here at First Pres, a caring community of Christians, we
four blood drives a year. With approximately 800 of us
attendance, we are donating
less than the national average.

We need to do our part. Please plan to donate at the nex
on March 21st Only you can share this God given, {g#ving
fluid. ltés the only organ
donate...Give the Gift of Life! John Hannon

Sunday, March 21st
Fellowship Hall, rooms A - C 8:00 am fi noon
Enjoy the Youth Sponsored Pancake Breakfast
across the hall too.
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Lenten Schedule of Events

Monday, March 15th,
Lenten Recital, Noon, Chapel
Dick Dupere, trombone

Monday, March 22nd,
Lenten Recital, Noon, Chapel
Roget Pontbriand, jazz trumpet

Ms G o 8% 1118 sthchlad S

*3 111

Monday, March 29th,
Lenten Recital, Noon, Chapel
James Arnn, tenor; Irena Kofman, piano

day,
ntata

Thursday, April 1st,
Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Franz Joseph Haydnos
AThe Seven Last Wo ds
with the Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra
7:00 pm, Sanctuary

Good Friday, April 2nd,
Communion Service 7:30 am, Sanctuary
Menb6s Breakfast in Fell
Womends Breakfast off C:

Saturday, April 3rd
Chil drenods
10:00 ammi 12:00 noon

Easter Egg

Sunday, April 4, 2010 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00
Easter Sunday Services
Sanctuary

much
2dical

An-lrish Blessing
May the road rise up
to meet you.
May the wind be always
at your back.
May the sun shine warm
upon your face.
May the rains fall softly
upon your fields.
And until we meet again
May the good Lord hold you
In the hollow of His hand.
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The following are excerpts from
letters written by Gabrielle Vincent,
CEO of Sonje Ayiti a group of
Haitian and international
humanitarians who are collaborating
to uplift the Haitian community
through education, economics
development and health promotion
in Limonade, Haiti.

Jan. 19 | can't explain how | came
out alive of the PSI office in Petion
Ville when the earthquake struck.. |
was inside and | saw the building gc
up, down, front, back and sideways
We tried to open the door, it was
locked, then God let us out. Luckily,
the building was
collapsed buildings before my eyes
children and adults dying, wounded
crying out for help. The sky went
dark into concrete cement smoke.

My heart aches for my people, my
l and, my family.
much of the death could have bee
prevented. Such strong people
deserve better 1
been given. | know it is a natural
disaster, however the damages cou
be lower. This is the result of 2
centuries of mismanagement
corruption, and the irresponsibility of
our leaders. We lost a generation
university students, deans,
intellectual elites, rich, poor,
business people and governmer
officials.

We must do something differently.
Dare to act like never before so tha
we can rebuild this country. These
people have suffered so much for to
long and | am not confident that the

government can change thing:
around without the international
communitieso ful

more bandages; we can't afford to d
the same things that were done afte
Hurricane Jeanne in 2004, Fay
Gustav, and lke in 2008, and now
this earthquake.

Spotlight on Missions

Remember haiti
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Feb. 2 | am in awe to see how many necessary tools to rebuild their
displaced families are gathered around communities and keep their children
in different areas and how families with in their villages, never to return to
their own dire resources open their PortauPrince.

doors to let them in. | visited 8 Feb 9 I hope all is well with you
temporary shelters and was encouragedin the Lord. Yesterday was a
with the sense of solidarity that reigns beautiful and hopeful day. We were
within their little communities. One able to serve 328 displaced folks in
center took me around the makeshift Limonade. We found out that the
kitchen to see what they were cooking. displaced victims are not benefiting
One person had a family from the US from all the aid coming to Haiti and
who sent $50 and that was used for we must find ways to reach out to
meals for 48 displaced folks. There were them. A father of 5 boys, whose
only 8 little fish and the women were home collapsed and whose wife
seasoning them with some rice and died under the debris of the
beans. They were all happy to at least hospital, said we are the first group

have a meal and tsh d¢oy cothe camd6 servec ohenp Iwihi
ask for anything. dignity. Many have said, they
We havenot seen would ratherf die hurgry tham spehd

pouring down in Haiti since the quake. an entire day in the awful lines
Mrs. Eugene, who lost her 3 children, waiting for a cup of rice.
asked me to give her hope and she gave Rehab is a must. In the hospital in
me their names. How do | give hope Milot, there are about 225 amputees
when | dondét even kaioimclugifmga thildren, sl@Oy
am afraid to give Ipa&aplegis, handg theseo cosldh be
break down. She is so fragile, yet wants more. There were 50 children in
to survive. beds in the pediatric ward and more
They are dealing with all kinds of coming every day. The increase is
fears and anxieties, and sleeping inside overwhelming.
the houses is not even an option. The One group, who were in
children are very traumatized and they veterinary school in PeauPrince
share that they lost their classmates andvisited our goat farm and were
friends. The spend all day sitting on asking if they can work on the farm
mat§ no toys, no clothes, no blankets, to train more youth in animal
no quilts, no activities whatsoever. farming. Yea for the goats sent to
There are about 500 displaced adults Haiti.
and children in Limonade. | paid $22  Gabrielle, better known as Gabe,
USD today to get a small Similac saidSonje Ayiti means Remember
powder milk for a 2 month old baby. Haiti. Let us all remember Haiti, not
Many are injured, yet prefer to stay justtoday, but for a long time.
home using natural remedies instead of First Presbyterian Church
going to hospitals or clinics they do not continues collecting neperishable
trust. The biggest challenge is food; they food and medical supplies to send
chip in together to cook and grant with Missionary Flights
priority to the children at those camps.  International for the relief effort.
It seems like all the aid is going to Your response has been
Portau-Prince. Let us be the voices of phenomenal and very appreciated.
the poor rural victims so they can regain Thank you for your kindhearted and
strength, and empower them with the most substantial offerings.
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Women ofthe Church

Good Friday Brea

Sponsored by Women of the Chu
First Presbyterian Church
in North Palm Beach

All women are cordially
invited to attend!
Friday, April 2, 2010
9:00 to 11:00am

Palm Beach Gardens Marriott
Hotel

Plated Breakfa$20.00

"Living Between

the Cross and the Crown'|

dove
Honored Speaker: Becky J
Harpist: Ester Underhay

Please invite a friend or neighbor
for a beautiful and inspirational time of fello
Childcare available by reservation.

one

anot her , a4

Good Friday Speaker: Becky Jarrett

Raised by devoted Christian grandparents, Becky grew up
in Huntington, WV, and graduated from Marshall
University in 1962. Her A Gu
and she, would walk to church for Junior Choir practice,
singing as they went. Her grandmother taught her how to
play the piano, taught by example the special JOY that
comes from singing hymns, and playing the piano in
Sunday School. Her family was dedicated to serving the
Lord in every way they could.

In the fall of 1988, Becky became involved in Precept
Bible Study and that truly changed her life. She was a
member of the first class of Stephen Ministers at First Pres,
and went to two weeks of Stephen Ministry training in
Baltimore with Barbara and Art Nickler. She is currently
serving on the Session as theatmirperson of the Worship
Committee.

ALet me say this: Prayer w
truth working in my life over these years and especially this
past year. The journey has not always been easy, but my

Thank you to the congregation for your many cards,
prayers and expressions of sympathy during my
mother's illness and recent passing. They were
sincerely felt and appreciated.

Denise Clarke

Breakfast Registration Form

Childcare needed?
Mother's name:
Mother's phone:
Children's names and ages:

Name:
Phone:
Guests:

Seating requests in addition to guests:

nnnnnnnnnnnnnn

~ o~ o~ o~ o~

nnnnnnnnnnnn-n

Savior has been there for me
trust in Jesus, | 6 Beckyl e a rhn.e d
reomends MoWonmenngds Eve
Circle Circle
March 16, 2010 Monday evening,
at the home of March 22nd
] Bunny Mathisen 7:00 pm, Fellowship
hip. 737 Pinehurst Way, Hall, Room C.

Palm Beach Gardens
. 9:30 am lesson #%of our
ReadJohn 3:121 study book on
in preparation for the lesson. First Corinthians. Study
For directions or books are available.
transportation, contact
Pat Pero 6914097

We will be studying

Good fellowship and light
refreshments are provided.
For more information, call
Debbie at 6228818,
ext 107.

Yes N -

PrayeShawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry
will meet this month in the
church library on Monday,

~N A~ o~ AN A~ o~ A~

March 8th at2:00 pm Please

Mail check and form to:
Martha Bennett

11359 Avery Road
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
5616269134

Make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church

Total amount enclosed:

join us for fellowship while we
stitch our shawls. If you
would like to learn to knit or
crochet, we can teach yotfor
further information, contact
Ginger Stump at 7760443 or
ginger@clubtax.com
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Godds Gr By
Gary A.
The Restless Haugen

Christian

In January First Pres had a wonderful opportunity to
introduced by Jim Martin of thieternational Justice Mission
to a collection of Christian lawyers, criminal investigato
social workers and advocates who rescue victims of viole
sexual exploitation, slavery and oppression around the w
It started in 1997 with one employee, and now has 300 -
time staff, most of whom are nationals working in their o
communities in the developing world. By acknowledgi
their weakness and dependence upon God, they
experiencing Him in a way they never could have if tt
chose t o do onl vy what i<
headquarters, spends the first half hour of every day in sili
and prayerful preparation at their desks, and meets for pi
as a group at 11 every morning.

Haugen points out that many Christians are ‘alight,
earnest, gifted and mature, but they feel like they are
dressed up with nowhere t.
routine of mediocre niceness that never seems to get ne:
radical drama, adventure, desperate passion and glo

After being rescued from darkness, there is a divine
restlessness or sacred discontent, a holy yearning for more.
God has invested in our lives and the life of the church not
as an end, but for the purpose of being a light in the world.

We have an unquenchable yearning to make our lives
matter, to be significant
world and nothing else fills up the void. And yet, we are
uncomfortable at the thought of taking risks and following
wherever God leads.

ifGod promises to pour out
those who choose to follow Him in His work of justicetin
the worl d. o He asks if we
we raising our children to

The book calls us to live a life of adventure; it is not
written to induce guilt. The book is very encouraging
because of the examples of success in rescuing those in
slavery and obtaining convictions of perpetrators of crifie’
against children and the poor and helpless.

power depicted in the Scri Carolyn Weda
Date Nighté. . March Sonsof
Fireproof
2008 #1 Inspirational Movie BARBEQUE
of the Year.
Mobds Art Theater All men are invited to the fun filled, delicious

700 Park Avenue, Lake Park
7:00 pm
Sponsored by The Gathering
Marriage Mentors
Call 561 - 622- 4913
for your tickets
FREE

Details at www.gatheringpb.com
or contact Bob Schuemann, 561 -622-4913

Womends Fell owship
Groups
The :RPHQYV )XQ )HOORZVKLS

groups have begun their meetings and
the ladies are excited about their
groups. There is always room for additional ladies wh
wish to get involved in a group. Look for forms in th
Narthex or calBarbara Paschal, at 8425810

4%

gatherings of the Sons of Barbeque.
Please make sure to invite someone who has never

been to our events. The purpose is outreach. God can

use you in a significant way to impact the lives of
those He brings into your life. Think big!

March 18th
Guest, Curt Fonger,
Anchorman for channel 12, CBS news

April 15th
Guest, Colin Johnson
Secret Service special agent

WOC Honors Pat Mayes

The Women Of the Church honoredt Mayeswith a
dinner Monday February 22nd, in the Fellowship Hall.
Patis along standing, dedicated member of First Pres and
a servant of her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Pat served as an office receptionist, traveled to Guatemala
on mission trips and is a member of the Agape Sunday

School Class, just to name a few. Most of all, Pat is known

for her gentle spirit, warm smile and gracious love for all.

t

f
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http://www.gatheringpb.com/

