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Important Times At First Pres

D ear Members and friends of First Pres,

These are important times in the life of this
congregation. Please pray that we will all
walk prayerfully, respectfully, and attentively
to the leading of God’s Word and Spirit.
May God allow us to hear each other even if
we do not all agree with each other.

We are a part of a Church far larger than
First Presbyterian, and far larger even than
the PCUSA. We are a congregation of the
Church of Jesus Christ. We shall remain a
congregation of Christ’s Church regardless.

Our process of discernment will seek to
answer this question, ‘In which denomina-
tional home can this congregation function
theologically and missionally?” We are Pres-
byterian and Reformed and, by that I mean,
we are a church that believes we should be
governed by elders, elected by the congrega-
tion and examined by the Session as to their
faith and faithfulness to Jesus Christ. We are
Reformed theologically, that is, we believe
the Christian faith as it is taught in the Bible
and understood through that branch of the
Protestant family of churches that came from
John Calvin and his followers. The content of
the Reformed faith has been articulated in the
historic creeds and confessions of the
Church. On the continent of Europe follow-
ing the Reformation, these churches were
known as Reformed. In the British Isles these
churches were, and still are, known as Pres-
byterian.

January is a month of extraordinary activ-
ity. The Session will provide three “Town
Hall” Meetings to discuss and discern God’s
will for the future of First Pres and its future
denominational affiliation.

These events will N @ \

/Q?VVVV

/
>
T
© G\

be held on Wednesday
evenings and on a
Sunday morning. The
dates and times of
these events are as
follows...

* January 11th, 6:30

-8:00 pm in the

Fellowship Hall.
*January 22nd,

10:45-noon  in the

Fellowship Hall.
*January 25th, 7:30-9:00pm
Fellowship Hall.

in he

We will also hold our annual Teaching
Conference on the weekend of January 27-
29. Dr. Sean McDonough, Professor of
New Testament of Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary will be our Bible
teacher. Dr. Doug Birdsall, the Executive
Director of the Lausanne Congress on
World Evangelization will be our keynote
speaker. Last year in Capetown, South
Africa, Christian leaders gathered from all
across the globe to discuss the strategy and
mission of world evangelization in this
generation. I heard Dr. Birdsall speak of
this important gathering last summer and
believed our congregation ought to be
exposed to the leader of the most important
Global movement in Christian Missions in
our time. Together these two scholars will
be addressing the Missionary Endeavor of
the Christian Church in the first half of the
21% century from a biblical and global
perspective. 1 hope you will not miss this
remarkable opportunity. Until then, / wish
you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Lucky
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The Women Beside the Pastors—The Pastors’ Wives

As 1 looked at the life of Joni Gooley, wife of our Pastoral
Associate, Tim, two threads run through her life: one is
serving God wherever He calls her to go, and the other is
large families. The mother of seven, Joni was
the youngest of six children. Her parents were
also raised in families of many siblings — large
Catholic families with lots of kids and great
times together with aunts, uncles and cousins.
Born and raised in Wheeling, West Virginia,
she spent her early years attending Catholic
schools. Joni attended an all girls Catholic high
school where she was involved in sports-
tennis, and basketball. She was a cheerleader in elementary
and high school. An outdoors person, Joni was happiest being
active and being outside.

In her junior year of high school, Joni became involved in
Young Life. Little did she know that Young Life would
change her life, not only in her relationship with Jesus Christ,
but also in every other aspect of her life. Read on and you
will see.

Joni’s dad was a Funeral Director, owning his own business
that included 3 funeral homes. He passed away when Joni
was 17 of a sudden heart attack. Joni’s mom was a stay at
home mom. When Joni was 22, her mom remarried, marrying
Joni’s uncle who had also lost his spouse. As the youngest of
6, Joni’s sister is 20 years older than Joni and they have 4
brothers in between. Her siblings now reside in California,
Virginia Beach, Washington, DC and Wheeling. One brother
died at the age of 33 in a boating accident.

Joni graduated from the University of Dayton in Ohio,
majoring in Physical Education. After coming to North Palm
Beach, Joni received her Master’s Degree in Counseling from
Palm Beach Atlantic University.

At a Young Life Camp in Saranac Village, New York, after
her junior year in high school, Joni came to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as her Savior. After college graduation, Joni
moved to Atlanta to work for Young Life. She also worked
for Young Life just outside of Asheville, NC, in Weaverville.
On Easter Sunday, on the way to Atlanta, Joni and a friend
stopped in to a Presbyterian Church in Weaverville for the
Easter Sunday service. They sat in the balcony, clad in cut
offs and outdoor clothes from their trip. That Sunday, God
placed a wooly, bearded young man in the congregation. Joni
thought he was the cutest thing she had ever seen, and can
you imagine, from the balcony, flirted with him, just a little.
Tim tells the same story, so it must be true. Joni left the
service early and did not get to speak to him.

Three months later, Joni walked into the dining hall at
Windy Gap, a Young Life Camp and there was this same man
again. He then appeared at the home where she was staying
on the property, and they talked all night. They dated for two
years before she married this woolly, bearded mountain man
in Wheeling. They have been married 31 years. They worked
in Weaverville at Windy Gap and during that time, 2 of the
boys were born. From there, they went to work at the Young

Life Camp, Trail West, in Colorado, and then back to
Wheeling where Tim served as the Area Director for
Young Life. In Wheeling, 2 more sons were born.

During her single days, Joni worked at Pioneer Plunge
where she happened to meet Ron and Steve Gibbons and
many North Palm Beach campers. So the thread continues
to run through the lives of all of our pastors.

In 1990, the Gooleys moved to North Palm Beach to
work in Young Life partnership with First Pres. Dave
Sellers had just left and Tim replaced Dave in the Young
Life ministry here. Joni began teaching physical education
at Lake Park Elementary in 1996. After receiving her
Master’s Degree she became the Guidance Counselor at
Lake Park where she still works.

Joni still thrives on outdoor escape. She runs a few days
a week and still likes to play tennis or kayak when time
allows. In her quiet time, reading is a special treat.

One Saturday, when Joni was feeling the pressure of all
that is gong on in her life, she said to the little ones, “We
are going on an adventure.” Of course they wanted to
know where they were going but Joni just said, “Get a
snack and get in the car.” They ended up at Jonathan
Dickinson State Park and spent the day enjoying the fun of
renting a boat, taking the kids to Trapper Nelsons. What a
treat for the kids, but also it was just what Joni needed.
There is nothing like the great outdoors to quiet your soul
and bring some peace into a sometimes hectic life.

Joni doesn’t think of herself as a “Pastor’s Wife.” Tim
has not always been a pastor. He worked in industry, so
Joni knows that she is Tim’s wife whether he is in
ministry or business and that is the way she likes it.

Joni has enjoyed traveling to Haiti with Dr. Anderson
and his wife, Nancy, to do medical mission work. She has
also traveled to Ethiopia and Europe but still loves to
travel in the US the most with Yosemite National Park
being a favorite.

The Gooleys seven children include, Gabe, an actor in
California; Jesse, a Marine Captain in Miami; Graham,
working for IMI, marketing Luxury Real Estate in
Greenville, SC; and Taylor, a recent graduate from FSU in
International Affairs; Behailu, age 8 is in the 3" grade,
Mita, age 7 is in the 1% grade and Endale, age 5 is in
kindergarten. The three little ones attend Eisenhower
Elementary School.

Joni’s greatest joy and blessings come from her family,
especially her children. There is joy in living within God’s
will, living within God’s purpose for your life and the
lives of your family.

Through the year and half with Tim’s illness, Joni says
“We have witnessed a miracle on behalf of our church
community as the church gives, cares, and prays.” We see
how God has worked through the prayers of the
community.

As difficult as this time has been, the Gooleys have seen
God’s faithfulness and felt the love of all God’s people at
First Pres and in the North Palm Beach community and
they are truly grateful. Betty Percy
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Town Hall Meetings to Discuss the
Session's Recommendation to Leave the
PC(USA)

On Wednesday, November 30, at a congregational meeting
attended by over 500 of our members, First Presbyterian
Church began the process to explore the option of leaving the
PC(USA) and to be transferred as a church to a different
“Reformed/Presbyterian” body of believers. As you know, the
Session has unanimously voted to bring this decision to the
congregation. Our elders feel strongly that the recent changes in
the New Form of Government have radically changed the
denomination to which we currently belong. In order for the
congregation to fully understand the recent changes and issues
which are behind the Session’s recommendation, a series of
“town hall” meetings are scheduled to take place in the month
of January.

At these meetings the elders will explain their concerns, give
concrete examples of changes in the New Form of Government,
and answer any questions you might have. Their goal will be to
explain why First Presbyterian Church should leave the PC
(USA) and why now is the time to do so. Those who believe we
should stay in the PC(USA) will also have an opportunity to
share why they believe the church should stay.

The Session is encouraging you to come to one of the
following “town hall” meetings:

Wednesday night, January 11, 6:30-8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday morning, January 22, 10:45-noon in Fellowship Hall;
Wednesday night, January 25, 7:30-9:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
(after the Wednesday night classes).

According to the time table established in the Presbytery’s
Gracious Separation Agreement, the earliest that the
congregation can vote to decide whether or not we should
separate from the PC(USA) is in late February. The Session
believes that it is critically important for our members to hear
their concerns and to do so in a timely manner in preparation for
the next congregational meeting. You are encouraged to attend
one of the meetings and join the discussion about the future of
our church. You are also encouraged to read the articles on the
website that has been established to make available the
Session’s research. (www.fpcnpb.com). Handouts will also be
made available at the “town hall” meetings.

During this process it is our desire to continue to serve
faithfully and shepherd our church family as your pastors.
While this conversation is one that is happening within our
church family, we also desire to stay focused on, and be faithful
to, our calling To Be and Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.

In Him,
Ron
Lucky
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Discipleship
Conference
January 27-29, 2012

Gucst SPcakcr,:

Doug Birdsa“,
Chair of the | ausanne

Congress on Worlc{

[" vangelization
Biblc Tcachcr: Scan McDonough, Proxcessor of
New T estament at (Gordon-(Conwell T heological

SCminarg
Guest Musician: Jeremiah Jones.

“Go Y therefore into all the world (Cuba, Haitl,
Peru, Dominican Republic Eleuthern, quatemala)
and preach the Sospel...”

Spectacular Music

Programv

On Sunday, December 11th, the congregation was
treated to the Annual Christmas Cantata, Tapestry of
Light—A Celtic Christmas Celebration by Joseph
Martin. A beautiful combination of Scripture, music and
artwork was miraculous and put everyone into the true
Christmas Spirit.

Monday evening, December 12th, the Sanctuary
choir, orchestra, the Kings Academy Choir and the
Jupiter High School Choir presented 4 Community
Christmas Sing-a-Long. Our organist Glen Arfsten
provided wonderful Christmas medleys of well known
traditional holiday songs. The guest soloist for the
evening was Assistant Professor of Music at Palm
Beach Atlantic University, Bryon Grohman.

Narrator for both programs was our own emcee, Curt
Fonger.

The music program is under the direction of Jay Arnn.
The congregation at First Pres feels honored and
privileged to enjoy this beautiful music performed to the
glory of God each and every Sunday, as well as on
special occasions. We send our appreciation and thanks
to Jay, Glen and all of our wonderful musicians.

New Members Class

January 14th and 15th. For information
contact Sara McDonnell, 561-685-0362 or at

mcdonnell.sara@gmail.com.



http://www.fpcnpb.com
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

2072 »
Sisters in Christ Tew
Saturday, Fc@@w el
.2.-00/.»:,*;0%.,,,.
Register e A Cmf/.sw/ S@f inJanuary
Barbara Nicklous, Hanored, f/fémé}

,»'\ . ~_ M
R >y
wom's (G Wonen
Morning Cirele £
9 in the
Tuesday, January 17th

at the home of
Grace Benge

Word

1080 Gn\;}nd Bahama Thursc{ag January
ay,
Singer Island. 26th, 2012
842-6556 9:50~ 1 1:30am.

Call Pat Pero-691-4097 for

transportation or directions All women are

WOMLEN'S invited
, , PR F
evening Clrcle CémCJOln Herer
Monday, January 23rd Bible study and
7:00 pm in the 2nd floor Fe”owsl—rip.

Admin. Kitchen.

Ca“ Fcnny Amold

Our study will be
Ezekiel 25-28, in which to rcgistcr{:or
Ezekiel tells how God hild
will judge the nations of chiideare,
the earth. 622-5160

For info. call Debbie
Tabor at 694-2433

Women's Finot gluaaﬂ, Book Chub

9:80-11:00 am-Fellowohip Hall, Room C
Febrmary 82 Selection

For more information, call Belty Percy-622-9599

FIRST CARE BABY SHOWER
Sunday, January 22, 2012
8:00an® 12:30pm
CHI LDRENGS LI

Suggested gift items to bring are:

Socks & Booties Strollers

Monitors Gowns/Onesies
Diaper Bags Hats

Toys Hooded Towels
Lotion/powder Teething Rings
Bottles Receiving Blankets
Wipes Pacifiers

Bibs/Burp Cloths Crib sheets

Diapers Size—Newborn to 5
Shoe Size—Newborn to 4
Clothing size—Newborn to 18 months
Please bring your gift unwrapped
Financial gifts are also appreciated.
For information: call Nancy Keeler-307-5000.

B F

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet
January 9th at 2:00 pm in the church
library. If you have any questions call
Ginger 776-0443 or

ginger@clubtax.com

AF


mailto:ginger@clubtax.com
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Nearing Home

remarkable man who has surely been used to bring more people
to their heavenly home than anyone in history. He touches
briefly on practical issues such as making one’s end-of-life
wishes known and remembering that “God is just as concerned
about what you do with your possessions after your death as He
is with what you are doing with them right now.” But, of course,
the primary purpose of the book is to encourage us to live our
lives well right up to the end. “No matter who we are, retirement
presents us with two choices. Either we can use it to indulge
ourselves, or we can use it to make an impact on the lives of

others.”

He openly acknowledges his own struggles with aging, but
reminds the reader of ways to continue living a life that brings
glory to God. “God forbid that we should ever retire from prayer,

the sweetest work of the soul.”

FIRST PRESS

Nearing Home is most likely the last book to be written by this
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By

Billy Graham

Billy Graham refers several times to Ruth, his wife of
many years. One of the stories he tells is of her driving
home one day and seeing a sign that said “End of
Construction. Thank you for your patience.” She asked
that those words be on her tombstone, and her request
was carried out! As he says, “Each life is made up of
mistakes and learning, waiting and growing, practicing
patience and being persistent. At
construction—death—we have completed the process.”

“The greatest legacy you can pass on to your children
and grandchildren is not your money or the other

the end of

material things you have accumulated in life. The

greatest legacy you can pass on to them is the legacy of
your character and your faith.”
The First Friday Book Club will be discussing

Nearing Home at their January 6th meeting.

Carolyn Weda

Thank You

Thank you for all your prayers
and concerns during my recent
surgery.

Ken Ryskamp

Jack and Carol Wiersma would
like to express their heartfelt thank
yous to all those who offered their
assistance, concerns, cards,
thoughts and prayers during Jack’s
recent illness. We would like to
especially thank those that
provided meals. The prayers from
the Agape Sunday School Class,
Women of the Church, The Men’s
Thursday Morning Breakfast and
Prayer Group, the ladies of the

Prayer Shawl Ministry, Rev.
Lucky Arnold and the many
friends at First Presbyterian

Church, gave us much support and
strength. Although the illness still
remains, the positive news is that it
has been reduced dramatically. For
that we praise God.

Carol and Jack Wiersma

saw
scaffolding
I’m sure you
h a df®
questions. ¥
When it was

.
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that a bad |
rain  would ™
result in water on the organ pipes, it was
time to get to work.

Cracks, leaks, replacing termite damaged
wood, placing aluminum sections around
the windows were a few of the things
accomplished.

The work was done
Plastering, Fleishman’s Painting and
MacDowell Roofing, with our own
David Wratislaw serving as the general
contractor. The project was $30,000. The
roof is now set for the next 50 years, that
is, unless a hurricane has other plans.

by Atlantic

New Photography Dates for Directory Photos January dates are available -

January 10th, 12th, 13th and 14th. Please sign up by going to the church
website, www.firstpresnpb.org and clicking on the link or call the Church

office at 622-8818 for assistance.

DATE\ |G
CHALLENGE

WEST PALM BEACH, FL

People are so busy with work and their
social networks that they don’t
have time for the relationships that
matter the most.

Date Night Challenge is about people
carving time out
of their busy schedules to hang with the
person that matters most.
Couples everywhere are scheduling
date nights which are fun and engaging.
The Date Night Challenge challenges
you to the
5 Dates in 5 Weeks... January 17-
February 14.

Many more details at:

www.datenightchallenge.com/westpalm/
Questions: 561-622-4913

Brown Bag

Brown Bag will
resume:
January 9th

at 12:00 noon.
Rev. Steve Gibbons
will be leading the

study of the Gospel of John.
Come join this exciting Bible Study.
All are welcome.



http://www.datenightchallenge.com/westpalm/
http://www.firstpresnpb.org/
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HAPPY-
NEWYEAR

*Bible Study on Elijah and
Elisha-taught by Rev. Arnold.
*Leadership (using Ken Boa’s
book, The Perfect Leader)
facilitated by Roger Bollier.
*Wo me n 6 s ledby Cindly
Hannan and Sheryl Kittrell, will
study David Jeremiah's The Joy of
Encouragement.

*Spiritual Formation led by
Catherine Hilliard

*Marriage Class-Love and
Respect video series.

FIRST PRESS

Blood Drive and

nB%‘l‘ITIE] Pancake
Breakfast

January 15th

Most of us qualify to donate blood,
80% of us will need a blood transfusion
in our lifetime, yet only 5% of us give
regularly.

Each pint can save up to four lives.

Come to the Fellowship Hall,
Sunday, January 15th
for a great breakfast and
give The Gift Of Life.
Please, give.

After years of wear and tear, the skirt
for our Christmas tree was showing
years of good use. Jane Sanders took
the old tree skirt and remade it into
this beautiful skirt for our Christmas
trees. A special thanks to Jane for this
gift of love.

Thank you to Dick and Patty Irwin
for their gift of love-the beautiful tree.

Dinner at 5:30 pm

*Deepeni

Wednesday Night at First Pres

Family Dinner & Classes
January 25th  -April 25th
i Classes at 6:30 pm

EQUIPPING CENTER

“Equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry...” Ephesians 4:12
Ro-ot

ng Your

discipleship class taught by Steve Gibbons
using the curriculum by The Navigators.

Menu
Jan 25 (Chicken l:ajitas
E)cvcrage, rol]/buttcr,
& dessert included

Housing International
Students
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Ringers of Joyéeeécé
Childrends Choirnée
Kingdom Kids K/ g
sBliagt Gd/d40 9" Fhengiele
Club 5/ 6 gradeéééé
Crew 7/ 8¢ ééééecéé

,,,,,,

Adul t sééééeée.
K thru 5th
Family Maxééésée

gr a

Keservations bg Prior Monclag
622-8188

Keiser University has several
international branches of the university;
one is in Shanghai, China. We have a
female student who is entering the
master's program. She would like to
become more fluent in English. She
would like to pay rent and her part of
food. She has her own
transportation. She is rather quiet and is
very polite and eager to learn American
customs. Her master's program will be a
year to a 18 months. We may also have
additional requests like this. If you are
interested in setting up a dialogue with
her or future opportunities, contact
Dr. Connie Duke, Keiser University,
561-471-6000 or 561-628-5705.

Heart To Heart Club

Dr. Rahul Aggarwal,
M.D., a local cardiologist,
will speak about Heart
Failure. Heart failure
occurs when the heart
cannot pump enough
blood and oxygen to support other
organs. Heart failure is a serious
condition, but it does not mean that
the heart has stopped beating.

Dr. Aggarwal will discuss symptoms,
diagnosis, classifications and
treatments. If you are able to attend
the meeting, January 10th at 6:30 pm
in Fellowship Hall please R.S.V.P to
561-625-5070.

Crossroad Bible
Institute Update
And Upcoming Training/
Sharing Session

Our Crossroad Instructors should
be pleased that this year we provided
2000 Christmas cards for the
prisoner/students who complete the
Crossroad Bible lessons, each written
with a personal note and signature.

We are planning to have another
training session on February 1 at
4:00, preceding the Wednesday night
dinner.

We will again show the Instructor
Training DVD, and encourage
anyone who is interested in
becoming an instructor to come to
the meeting and learn more about
this wonderful ministry of grading
lessons in your own home. You will
receive and grade a lesson from a
different prisoner every week, all
completely anonymous on the part of
the Instructor.

Current Instructors are encouraged
to attend to share and learn what
other Instructors are doing.

For additional information, or to
register, please call Joyce Brolsma,
Coordinator, at 844-8456.

clle é é
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Income/Expenses for 4
Months Ended 11/30/11

$620,000

S600,000
$580,000
5560,000
$540,000
5520000

$500,000
INCOME

Senior Senter

Upcoming Events

JANUARY
Qut To Lunch Bunch
Back to Basics
Original Pancake House
4360 Northlake Blvd.
Friday, Jan 20th
Van leaves 11:30 am
RSVP to Midge Zweig
627-9650
by January 18th.
Dutch Treat

Sugar Land Tour
Friday, Jan 27th
Guided bus tour with
little walking.
Lunch at
The Clewiston Inn
Dutch Treat
Bus leaves at 9:00am.
RSVP to Pat Pero
691-4097
before Jan 25th.

Keenager 6s
Scottish Heritage
Dinner
Honoring Scottish poet,
Bobby Burns.
Friday, Jan. 13th
5:30 pm -Fellowship Hall
$10.00 per person
RSVP to Emily Hughes
626-8002
Before Jan 11th.

0L egac yis pablisheus

bimonthly. Copies
available in the Narthex.
Katie to get on the mailing

EXPENSES

TRIBUTE BRICKS

Have you noticed the
beautiful tribute bricks in the
walkway by Fellowship
Hall? We are continuing to
take orders for them. Forms
are in the narthex, church

office, and on the
website. Funds are used to
improve the church
facilities.  Thank you for

your support.
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Stephen Ministry

What is Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus’
command to love one another. Through
one-to-one caring relationships, those who *
are hurting receive the love and care they need to support
them.

Is life more than you can handle alone right now?

Are your health, attitude, or relationships suffering?

Are you adjusting to a new job, change in marital
status, serious illness, the death of a loved one, or a
recent move?

Would you like to have someone in your life who
really cares?

Everyone goes through difficult times. Having someone
to care, to listen, and to share God’s love with you can help
you get through the difficulties you may be experiencing.
If you would like the help of a Stephen Minister, please call
Lisa Hawkins at 622-8818, ext. 104.

Circle of Hope

Neurological Disease Support group
at First Presbyterian Church
North Palm Beach, Florida

Sunday, January 8th

Chritmas at First Pres.

v
v,
s
v
v

Gifts galore for
Urban Youth Impact

a
) st wonders of Christm

as

Fellowship Hall, Room C8 10:30 am
Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-5
Topic: Peace and Joy
For additional information contact
Jack or Carol Wiersma at
(561) 694-8062 or e-mail: jacaro@bellsouth.net

The Kings Academy Choir

Two
good
friends
Share a
special
moment

Visit our church website
www.firstpresnpb.org

Editor: Betty Percy
622-9599
Ralphplace@bellsouth.net
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Kids Press i) -
Upcoming Events o
Club 56 Peanut Island
January 6 -8

CLUB 56, BLAST 34 AND KINGDOM KIDS

The Winter/Spring Session begins
Wednesday, January 25th,
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Come join us for
dinner, recreation, crafts, and
fun fellowship!

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

Registration dates for our preschool’s 2012-13 school year
will begin in February this year. The registration schedule
will be as follows:

Currently enrolled students and siblings : Jan. 31—Feb. 3,
9:00 a.m.—12 noon in Preschool Office.

Members of First Presbyterian Church, not currently
enrolled: Feb. 6-10, 9:00 a.m.—12 noon in Preschool Office.

All others : Tuesday, February 14, 9:00 am-noon, Fellowship
Hall room A, and continuing in the Preschool Office through
the year as long as openings are available.




