Volume 9, Issue 10

See Inside for...

3 Pastor's Wives
-Part 2

[ Christmas Cantata

[ Community
Christmas
Sing-a-Long

[ Mission-Haiti

(1] New Book Club
Selections

[l Senior Senter
[J Kid's Press Lite

W anit %
Hrfy g
Sy tevip ard
nalipy divpbos
i
cosus Chrit

First Press

Published monthly, except June/July.

December 201 |

Discerning Our Way

As we approach Advent and the start of a
new year, in terms of our worship calen-
dar and the lectionary, we are also on the
threshold of an entirely new situation in minis-
try. Recently the Session of the Church voted
unanimously to begin the Discernment Process
of the Gracious Separation Agreement passed
by our presbytery at its September meeting.
This process is a lengthy one and will require
two congregational meetings. The first of these
meetings will be held on Wednesday night,
November 30 at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
Because these issues are so serious, the quorum
for this meeting is higher than normal, 25% of
our active membership is required to provide a
quorum. At this meeting no vote will be taken
but the process will be outlined by representa-
tives of the presbytery and members of the Ses-
sion will discuss the concerns which have
moved them to introduce the question of
FPCNPB’s affiliation going forward. This is a
very important meeting as it is necessary for
the congregation to meet this elevated quorum
to begin this process. If you can make this
meeting, it is important that you do so.

Following the meeting, there will be a number
of presentations in the coming months to vari-
ous groups and in various locations to further
inform the congregation of the issues and to
hear opposing points of view. At least 3 months
following the first congregational meeting,
there will be a second congregational meeting.
The question would be, should the Session call
a vote on whether FPC should continue with
the PCUSA, or ask the presbytery to be dis-
missed to another Reformed denomination.
That meeting has a still more elevated quorum
of 33% of our active membership and a super
majority is required to request dismissal.

The Session believes that the changes to the
constitution passed this last summer by the
presbyteries at the General Assembly has so
changed the form of government of the PCUSA
that FPC cannot remain the church we have
intentionally become. Because of the approval
of the New Form of Government, it is believed

that the power to establish
and govern the mission of
this congregation lies no
longer with the Session, but
now lies in the hands of the
higher councils of the
denomination.

Because of the Gracious
Separation Agreement, the
Session believes that the
congregation should be informed and asked to
choose to which Reformed denomination FPC
should belong. The Session has two clear goals
before it. The first goal is to keep the
fellowship of FPC together as much as
possible. The second goal is for the
congregation to make an informed choice of a
denominational home where we can serve the
Lord in harmony with our theological
understanding and mission priorities as
established by decades of decisions by our
local Session. It is important that we all pray
for the future of this congregation, for our
relationships with each other and with our
brethren in the presbytery. Our Session has

created a website of resources for you at:
www.FPCNPB.com.
While denominational issues are the

headlines...December is also the month we
prepare for the coming of the Lord. It is the
season of Advent. Advent calls us to look back
and remember God’s faithfulness in the past
and to anticipate the future. God had spoken of
the coming of the Promised Messiah centuries
before Christ came. God has also spoken of
Christ’s coming again. Each Christmas we
celebrate what God has done and look forward
to what God has promised to do in the future.
This year is special in that Christmas Eve
falls on a Saturday. We will have our usual 3
services at 5, 7, and 9 pm on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas morning, we will have one
service at 11:00 AM and no Sunday School.
Worship on Christmas morning is a
rare and special event for our church
family. I hope to share it with you. Lud{y
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The Women Beside the Pastors—The Pastors’ Wives

A true home town girl, a real Florida native, a sweet
southern belle, that is Ron’s wife, Catherine Hilliard.
Catherine has lived her whole life, except for a year in
college and 3 years with Ron at seminary in Decatur, GA,
right here in West Palm Beach. Her
family home is south of Southern Blvd,
west of Parker Avenue, backing up to
the Palm Beach Zoo. With no air
conditioning in south Florida, at night
they were serenaded by the animals at
Drehr Park Zoo.

It is no coincidence that Ron and
Catherine ended up together. They were
born in the same hospital, lived in the same neighborhood,
attended the same high school, worshipped at the same
church and their fathers were Boy Scout leaders together.

Catherine is number four out of five children. Her siblings
are living throughout the eastern United States. Living here,
Catherine cares for her 90 year old mother, who, by the way,
still lives in the family home by the zoo.

Catherine’s dad was a science/botany teacher at Palm Beach
Junior College, Palm Beach High School and Florida Atlantic
University, where he served as Dean of the Science
Department. He probably is best known as the Scoutmaster
for Palm Beach County. He was active in scouting from the
age of 11 until he passed away. He was also a lover of plants
and trees. The family home site on 7 4 acres, has a tropical
fruit nursery. They have at least 100 mango trees plus many
other fruit trees.

Catherine graduated from Forest Hill High School where
she was involved in Youth for Christ, chorus and the Latin
Club. During high school, her first job was at J.C. Murphy’s
at the Palm Coast Plaza in West Palm Beach. She said, “Ron
would ride his bike to Murphy’s with the pretense of buying
some little something, but she knew he came just to see her.”

At PBJC, (now Palm Beach State College), Catherine
received her AA Degree in business. From childhood, she
always wanted to be a secretary. Following PBIC, she
enrolled in Columbia Bible College in Columbia, SC. It was a
one year program which specialized in intensive Bible study.
She was a dorm floor leader and involved in local campus
ministries.

From her early days at Memorial Presbyterian, (our Parent
Church), Catherine had a heart for missions. Ron also
attended Memorial and she and Ron shared, and still share,
that interest. She was also involved in the youth groups, the
choir and the bell choir. In her senior year, she became the
secretary for Hunter Norwood at South America Missions.

Catherine and Ron became friends at the age of 13. She
said, “We grew up together.” They did not start dating until
after high school. Prior to that, they were “just friends.” She
does remember saying, “If I ever get married, I want my
husband to be like Ron.” They became serious after high
school.

In 1976, Ron was coming to First Pres, volunteering as a
youth leader with the youth program with Steve Gibbons. In
1978, when Steve left to attend seminary, Ron joined the
staff as youth director. Catherine was a volunteer youth leader

and helped out in other ways also. They did this for 6
years until they left for seminary in 1984.

Ron had a special engagement dinner planned at a local
restaurant. When they got there, one of the youth was
there and came to join them for dinner! Following dinner,
Ron took Catherine for a walk on the beach at Singer
Island and proposed. She did not hesitate to say yes. They
were married at First Pres in August of 1979. Both Jim
Stout and Hunter Norwood officiated at their wedding.

In 1984, they left NPB to go to seminary in Decatur, GA
for 3 years. They never anticipated that they would return
to NPB. Pat Duke suggested Ron when the church was
searching for an Associate Pastor. Again God led, and
they followed and are still serving faithfully together.

Catherine has held many secretarial jobs, working at law
firms, car dealerships, children’s doctors offices, the
King’s Academy and now at the Esther Center (Florida
Classical Ballet). In every circumstance, Catherine did not
apply for the jobs; God led them to her and asked if she
would work for them.

When asked, “How does being a pastor’s wife differ
from anyone else’s wife?” She replied, “In my mind it is
no different. I am Ron’s wife, no matter what he does.
Being a pastor’s wife is a way of life and I don’t think
about.” She feels that Ron is an incredible man and she is
blessed that he is her husband. She is thankful and grateful
that they can minister together. She was drawn to his sense
of humor, his spiritual depth and his gentleness. “I am glad
I knew him at age 13 and that we could grow up together,”
she said.

She is grateful to our church as they have made it easy
for her and her family by loving her, encouraging her and
being there for her. She said she likes to stay low and her
role is to walk beside Ron, to minister with Ron and to
pray for him. They have been married for 32 years.

She is known at First Pres for her dedication to Spiritual
Formation and her desire to share that with others and to
watch them grow.

Catherine admits she was “Daddy’s girl”. She had a very
happy childhood, spending a lot of her time following her
Dad around as he taught her many things. Her favorite gift
is a tool box and tools he gave her and of course she still
has it. She can replace and fix most any household
appliance. Catherine loves to bake bread and make jam
from the family fruit trees, especially mango jam.

She loves spending time alone with God. Retreats and
solitude, which provide opportunities for spiritual growth,
are very important to Catherine.

The Hilliards have 3 children: Jonathan, age 29, an IT
tech; Chris, age 26, married to Jackie, working at Star-
bucks, and Rebecca age 22, a senior at the University of
Central Florida. All three children have grown up in the
church and Ron and Catherine are grateful for all who
have influenced them through the years.

As we look at pastors’ wives, we see how very different
they are and how blessed we are to have these women
share their talents, gifts and the love of God with us.

Betty Percy
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Mission Trip to Haiti

Overwhelming is the key word most often spoken as we
reflected on Haiti. But we did see life. Yes, there was
5B desperation. Yes, there was brokenness.
Yes, there were needs for food and of 80 Haitian children every Sunday
cleanliness, but what transcended all of afternoon.
this was the Light. Young men and +*|eading and preaching
women were aggressively spreading the in  worship every
Gospel and men like Patrick who leads Wednesday night.
the prison ministry in the local prison in The bright spots are b,
St. Marc, and Pastor Bo, a remarkable the children. They want [B
man of faith, a local who God called  to be held, to be played
Taylor Gooley visiting with to take the Gospel to a remote village with and to be loved.
one of the 34 prisoners that ~ of Haiti. God is raising up His church  We gave them nothing
live in this cell in the prisonin~ in Haiti. God’s mission is global, and (no trinkets, no candy,
St Marc. He has not forsaken Haiti. etc.) They expect noth-
ing. They were just

Two precious little boys
with Betty Percy

*the support of Haitians doing min-
istry in the prison in St. Marc.
*children’s church with an average

The children were so glad to receive the

In Haiti, the pastors talk about how many people have been love shown by our intern, Heidi Meinke.

“saved.” In American Christianity, we can sometimes forget the
magnitude of someone coming to believe in Jesus as their Lord
and Savior, but it is at the forefront of Christianity in this
country. What are some of the other ways God

happy we were there, To see the
children playing joyfully in the
river or
watch them

was seen in Haiti? playing
*in the welcoming way of the Haitian people, Duck, Duck
especially in the rural villages. Goose, and

*in the calling of Pastor “Bo”, who endures a |
great hardship to shepherd the people in the
village of Lubens.

listening to
their laugh-
Brit Foshee plays with one~ ter, was a

* in the sparkle in the eyes of the children. of the boys. true gift.
* as we experienced the hospitality of Freeman — paoyo.ngr We  were
and Shelly Nettles and their family. so blessed to be used by God to Rebecca Hilliard with
Highlights of the ministry of YWAM (Youth with A Mission) minis-  two sweet ittle ones.
and Freeman and Shelly Nettles: * a six month discipleship ter. mn
program for Haitians who this way.

are new Christians. The
students live on YWAM
campus and have a
structured program with

accountability.
* building of 42 duplexes
YWAM Campus, a bright spot in the midst of to  become permanent Paige Parker E"d a child of
) . homes for 84 families Haiti.
the misery of Haiti, bringing the love of . .
displaced by the - A great way to connect with

Jesus to the peaple of Haiti.
the people, especially the chil-

dren, is through a digital cam-
era. They have never seen a

earthquake. Only four duplexes
remain to be built.
*a five month DTS (Discipleship

Training School) for Haitians and &g
others from around the world. A
group of 20 students just spent 3
months in training and 2 months

picture of themselves and
giggle and laugh when you
show them one.

This article is a composite

3

Here, Ron takes the picture

doine ministry in the Dominican Intern, Hannah Truitt, loved and then shows it to the of comments b}’ those who

& Ty the children and they loved children. went on the trip: Rebecca
Republic. her. Hilliard, Heidi Meinke, Han-
*ongoing ministry in the rural villages nah Truitt,, Paige Parker, Brit Foshee, Taylor Gooley,

of St. Marc, including building duplexes, evangelism, health Betty Percy and Rev. Ron Hilliard.
clinics and supporting local churches. Photos by Betty Percy and Ron Hilliard.
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Ladies Christmas Brunch
Decewber 1, 2011
10 am to 11:30am.

Bring a holiday dish to share.

ALL Women invited - tnwvite a friend
to joln You for this fun event.

Sanctuary Tree Decorating at noon

°"§ . %-ioﬁ

Al
women

9:30-11:00

are
invited
First
Friday
of the
Month

Womends

A

Morwning
Civcle
Christmas

Party
Tuesday, December 20th

11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.

Bring a dish to share
And a $5.00 gift to exchange

Call Pat Pero-691-4097 for transportation
or directions

Wo me n
Evening
Circle
Girl so

Out Christmas
Dinner
Monday, December 19th

6:30 pm
Waterway Café for a Dutch Treat Dinner

Call Debbie Tabor at 694-2433 or
email her at
DTabor9097@comcast.net for
reservations

For more information, call Pelty Percy-622-9599

mmnm’o, St c‘é‘uaaﬂ
an G llosship ICall, Room €@
Febrmary 82 Selection

Book Club

FIRST CARE BAB
SHOWER

Sunday, January 22, 2012
8:00amz 12:30pm
#(), $2%. 63 |

Please join the Women of the
Church in support of
First Care Pregnancy
Center

For almost 30 years First
Care’s pregnancy centers

have been offering health and

Y Prayer Shawl
Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry
cdntinfies t6 glve shawls monthly and we
are blessed by the many thank you cards
that we receive. Please join us for knitting
or crocheting and fellowship. Our next
meeting is December 12th at 2:00 pm in
the church library. If you have any ques-

tions call Ginger 776-0443 or
ginger@clubtax.com

hope to women in
Palm Beach County facing an
unplanned pregnancy.

Last year over 12,000 women
visited a First Care center
and were offered the support
they needed to choose
life for their babies.

Welcome New Members

Please welcome the following new
members who joined the church in
September: Scott and Robin Hansel,
Alan Kersten and Julie Earles, Jim
Kinne, Philip and Crystal Overley,
Peggy Parker, and Roy and Cathy
Watson. The following new members
joined the <church in
November: Harriet and David
Havanich, JoAnn Parizek, Barbara
Reiland, Yoel Rizo-Patron, Ron and
Barbara Warncke and Eric
Yorlano. We are happy to have
them become part of our church
family.
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Jesus Through
Middle Eastern Eyes

A number of members of First Pres have traveled to Israel with
Dr. Jim Martin. One of the primary benefits of traveling with
him is to gain a better understanding of Middle Eastern culture
and how it affects interpretation of events and teachings of the
Bible. Dr. Martin recommends the books of Ken Bailey to those
who want to learn more. Ken Bailey was raised in Egypt and has
spent 60 years studying and teaching Middle Eastern culture. He
is referred to as “the premier cultural interpreter of the life of

Jesus”. Quite a recommendation!

Because he researches the earliest manuscripts, his writings
provide insights that clear up misconceptions that are held today.
He shares an amazing knowledge of the multiple meanings of
words, the geography, the people and their customs. This book
focuses on the birth of Jesus, the Beatitudes, prayer, Jesus’

relationship to women and parables.

Tuesday
Lunch Series

Too often Christians
carry a lot of guilt

NEVER

and why you should
STOP believing them

BSEES  when it comes to their

relationship with God. The
problem is that so many of us
believe unbiblical, damaging
things about how critical God is
and how fed up He must be with
us. We think Jesus would say to us
--"I can't believe you call yourself
a Christian," "If you really loved
Me, you'd try harder," and "I'm so
disappointed in you'"--are things
He never said. The solution is to
stop believing the lies and start

=
—
_"/
]
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KenNeTH E. BAILEY

This is a good time to learn about what really happened
in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth. You will
come away with quite a different understanding of the
Christmas story. “Our Christmas créche sets remain as
they are because ‘ox and ass before him bow, for he is
in the manger now.” But that manger was in a warm
and friendly home, not in a cold and lonely stable.
Looking at the story in this light strips away layers of
interpretive mythology that have built up around it.
Jesus was born in a simple two-room village home
such as the Middle East has known for at least three
thousand years. Yes, we must rewrite our Christmas
plays, but in rewriting them, the story is enriched, not
cheapened.” For anyone interested in how he reaches
these conclusions, you will find this book in our church
library. Carolyn Weda

DATEN CH |
CHALLENGE

WEST PALM BEACH, FL

People are so busy with work and their social networks that they don’t

have time for

the relationships that matter the most.

Date Night Challenge is about people carving time out

of their busy schedul

es to hang with the person that matters most.

Couples everywhere are scheduling date nights which are fun and engaging.
The Date Night Challenge challenges you to the

5 Dates in 5

Weeks... January 17-February 14.

Many more details at: www.datenightchallenge.com/westpalm/

Questions: 561-622-4913

A partnership of é{]&

R

believing the things Jesus did say.
14 Yearsé
Menbs Tuesday
Noon-1:00PM
Fellowship Hall at
First Presbyterian-
North Pal
Lunch $5

m Be

For unto You is born this day in the
city of pavid, a savior who is
Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11

Thank You

The Family of Frank Stough wishes to
thank the congregation for the cards and
donations
in memory of our father and
husband, Frank Stough. The money

generous
received

Home Goings

Members and friends who
have “gone home” to be with
the Lord.

o

=

=

we Louva Rogersé. . N
Bea Bl aineé. . No
AfCome, you who a

donated will go towards the First Father; take your inheritance, the
Presbyterian Church Music Program. kingdom, prepare_d for you since the
Stephanie Brasch creation of t#

Matthew 25:34

vem
emb ¢
e bl
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TAPESTRY OF

WCRLTIO
CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

by Joseph M. Martin

Choi

Advent Recital Series
Monday, December Sth

Th

mas Sing -a-Long
December 12th
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

Guest artist, Byron Grohman,
Professor of Voice at
Palm Beach Atlantic University

Also featuring our Sanctuary Choir

and full orchestra.
from The
School will join
our Sanctuary Choir in song.

rs Kingbds Acacd

Traditional Christmas carols will be sung and

performed.
ere will also
guest star for this concert.

be a s

Tropical Flutes
Monday, December 12th
Albert Perera, trumpet
Monday, December 19th
Bryon Grohman, tenor

All recitals will be held at
Noon
in the Chapel

The Heart To

Heart Club

December 13th.
Dr. Richard Levene
(Director of Palliative Care and
Medical Education) and Susan
Koff, ARNP (Palliative Care Clinical
Manager) will discuss Palliative Care,
a specialized medical care for people
with serious illnesses. It is focused on
providing patients with relief from the
symptoms, pain, and stress of a
serious illness-whatever the diagnosis.
The goal is to improve quality of life
for both the patient and the
family. Please RSVP 561-625-5070
if you plan to attend.

Circle of Hope Guest Speaker

The Circle of Hope extends an
invitation to members and friends of
First Presbyterian Church to hear their
special guest speaker, Ms. Rebecca L.
Gould, on December 11, 2011. Ms.
Gould has distinguished herself as an
expert in the area of speech disorders
and therapies. If you suffer, have a
loved one or friend that has suffered
from stroke, Parkinson’s or multiple
sclerosis, this meeting could be a
valuable learning experience for you.

Ms. Gould is the Director/Owner of
Med Speech Inc., Medical Speech-
Language Pathologists of the Palm
Beaches. She is very experienced in
developing and directing programs in
every aspect of SLP delivery.

Her expertise and certifications
include Swallowing & Swallowing
Disorders, Laryngectomy, Certified
Instructor of Alaryngeal Speech;
Treatment of Airway disorders; and
Evaluation of Voice and Swallowing.
Ms. Gould, MSC, CCC-SLP, BRS-S
is a Board Recognized Specialist for
Swallowing Disorders.

The Circle of Hope looks forward

to seeing you on Sunday, Decembe
11th in Fellowship Hall, Room C,
10:45am. For additional
information contact Jack or Carol
Wiersma at jacaro@bellsouth.net
or (561) 694-8062

New Photography Dates for Directory Photos

January dates are

at 622-8818 for assistance.

available - January 10th, 12th, 13th and 14th. Our new
directory will not be complete without you. Please sign up by going to the church
website, www.firstpresnpb.org and clicking on the link or call the Church office

my
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Income/Expenses for 3
Months Ended 10/31/11

$460,000

5450,000
440,000

$430,000
$420,000
$410,000

$400,000
INCOME

EXPENSES

WORDS OF WISDOM

Proverbs 3:1316 states:
AJoyf ul i s t
finds wisdom, the one wl
gains understanding. Fq
wisdom is more profitab
than silver, and her wags
are better than gold. Wisdqg
is more precious than rubies
nothing you desire c4g
compare with her. She offg
you long life in her right han
and riches and honor in h
l eft. o

People tend to think that if
they have more money, they
will be happy, but these
verses say we need wisdom
to be happy, and that wisdom
is more precious than the
most valuable material
wealth. If you face financial
difficulties, focus on
wisdom. All good things flow
from possessing wisdom, and

the only true source of
wisdom is God and His
Word.

REMINDER:

If you missed church on
Stewardship Commitment
Sunday, it is not too late to
turn in your Pledge
cards. You may bring them
on Sunday or mail them to
the church. We truly
appreciate your participation
an support.

Senior Sente
Upcoming Events
DECEMBER

Lady Annds-
Stuart
Friday, Dec. 2nd
Vans leave at 12:15 pm
Three levels of dining:
$14.95 and up
For details call
Pat Pero at 691 -4097 or
Katie at 622 -8818,
ext 107
Brenda Edwards and
Carole Mitchell will be
our guides.

Out To Lunch Bunch
Luncheon at the beautiful
home of
Mavis and Cecil Jackson
12481 Temple Blvd.
Friday, Dec. 9th
Van leaves at 12:00 pm
RSVP by Dec. 6th
to Midge Zweig
627-96500r
Katie at 622 -8818, x.107

Keenager 6s
Christmas Dinner
Monday, Dec. 12th
5:30 pm -Fellowship Hall
This is a family dinner.
Same prices as
Wednesday nights.

And Join Us for Our
Community Sing -A-Long
after dinner in the
Sanctuary

Tea
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Stephen Ministry

Give the Very Best '{“ 4 0

People are precious, and when they suffer '/ \
or hurt, they deserve the best care and

support we can offer. That’s why our|
congregation has Stephen Ministers. Their
training, commitment, and service make them the best at
providing care for people who need it.

Are you going through a difficult time? Do you need extra
help and support? Call and request a Stephen
Minister! Contact Lisa Hawkins at 622-8818, ext. 104.

Circle of Hope

Neurological Disease Support group
at First Presbyterian Church
North Palm Beach, Florida

Sunday, January 8th
R o o m Fellowship Hall, Room C
10:30 am

The Circle of Hope invites the members and friends of First
Presbyterian Church, in North Palm Beach to meet with Mr.
Nicholas Pancoast, Community Liaison for Total Home
Health, Inc. Mr. Pancoast will bring his unique perspective
and helpful hints for both care givers and care receivers, and
the challenges they are confronted with each day. Total
Home Health, Inc. is Medicare approved and offers
specialized treatment for:

Parkinson’s, Multiple Sclerosis, and stroke patients

Frequent fall patients

Diabetes

Pain Management Program
The Circle of Hope invites you to visit and learn about the
latest in Home Healthcare for you and your loved ones.

For additional information contact Jack or Carol Wiersma
at (561) 694-8062 or e-mail: jacaro@bellsouth.net

Back To Bethlehem
Keenagers have been invited to
join the families from Club 56

Do Bl & Londerful trip back in
time to “Back To Bethlehem”.
December 9th
Call Pat Pero at 691-4097 by
Dec. 7th to make reservations.
We will leave the church at
6:30pm pm. There is no charge.

Visit our church
website
www.firstpresnpb.org

Editor: Betty Percy
622-9599
Ralphplace@bellsouth.net
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2011

Newsletter articles, pictures, and announcements
are due December 12th
for the January Newsletter

Rev. Walter B. Arnold Ill, Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Ronald Hilliard, Associate Pastor

Rev. Timothy Gooley, Pastoral Associate
Rev. Steve Gibbons, Parish Associate

Preschool Christmas Program

December 15
6:00 pm

Urban Youth Impact Christmas

Gift Giving
Cantata
December 11
9:30 am Service

Christmas Eve Pageant Rehearsal

December 21
6:30 pm

Christmas Eve Children

December 24 - 5:00 pm




